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We select and offer the
best-working products!

Balers & Netting

Wreath-making
supplies

Shakers
Tree stands
Tags
Banners

Shearing machines

Removal bags
& more

As experienced

growers and
retailers, we can
help you select
products for a more
productive and
profitable business.

Contact us today!

www.fraserknoll.com
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Presidents Message
By Virginia Carroll

First of all, | want to thank vice president Steve Satterfield, our board, and our
professional support folks from VDACS, our speakers and program personnel,
and so many others who planned and worked so hard to put together our
VCTGA 2010 Annual Meeting. Also, | want to extend my personal thank you to
Jeff Miller for all the professional and personal help during the pre-convention
planning period and on site at our meeting. | hope you, our membership, found
the meeting to be worthwhile and informative.

For some of us we had just come from our National Christmas Tree Growers
meeting in North Carolina. We were made aware that 2010 is the 500 Year an-
niversary of the First Decorated Tree. | encourage you to embrace the opportu-
nity to celebrate this event. The first decorated tree is said to have been in
Riga, Latvia in 1510. Use this as you are promoting your farms and products this season!

We were fortunate to be able to hear a wide range of speakers with both technical and practical tips for
the production and marketing of our product. Waynesboro turned out to be a splendid location with
easy access off I-64 and opportunity for a great Thursday night with tours of the Department of Forestry
Augusta Nursery and Schreckhise Nursery. We were fortunate to such great hosts and thank the DOF
for the work in setting up the evening and the Schreckhise family for the tour of their operation and for
providing a perfect setting for the meal where we concluded the evening with some good Virginia bar-
beque. It was tremendous having State Forester Carl Garrison with us on site at the DOF nursery and
to have Commissioner of Agriculture Matt Lohr with us at the Schreckhise nursery.

On Friday evening, our banquet took us to Waynesboro Country Club where we shared the evening
with Jeff Ishee and his wife. Jeff is a true friend of agriculture and a great ambassador for the farming
industry in Virginia through both on his radio and television broadcasts. It was at the banquet that we
had opportunity to honor Jeff by recognizing him and presenting him an award. | was pleased to be per-
sonally presenting the award on your behalf and hope that we will continue to recognize those who help
significantly in moving our association and industry forward. We were also able to recognize those in
our industry who won our sate tree and wreathe contests. Saturday, Bill Francisco hosted us for our
farm tour at Francisco Farms. Bill is a past VCTGA president and did a great job telling the story of his
operation and also was instrumental in obtaining some great media coverage of our meeting.

During the course of the meeting you heard a lot about strategic planning and marketing. In 2010 we
took steps in moving forward in both areas. In terms of strategic planning the board anticipates continu-
ing to address the need to look realistically at where we are now while still keeping a watchful eye to
the future with a proactive approach to what our association can do for its membership and for our in-
dustry. During the course of the meeting, you were also made aware of our application for a marketing
grant. As you’ll see elsewhere in this issue, we have been awarded the grant. We need to thank
Danny Neal, Sue Bostic, and Jeff Miller in working so hard to prepare and submit our application for the
grant and those who have already agreed to work on a Marketing Steering Task Force. It is our hope
and expectation that the moneys and the opportunities afforded us through this grant will allow us, on a
broad scale, to increase our exposure as a viable Virginia grown product and to better market our prod-
uct by specifically targeting civic clubs and other organizations that sell Christmas trees.

Lastly, | want to encourage you to take the time and effort to do a little extra “marketing” for your own
trees and for our industry. There’s really no better spokesperson on the local level than the farmers that
live, grow, and sell in their communities. There’s been some concern over the dry conditions of the

(Continued on page 4)
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QUALTY PRODECTS MADE IN THE USA

MANUFACTURER OF THE PATENTED
BENEKE ROTARY PRUNER WANDS

Now Serving All Shesriund Rotary Pruser Cuslomen

. ADD EYE APPEAll
Low-Pro Driller Py ’
economical &
weatherproof
signs brighten
your farm,
lot or fields!

* Motor Protected
from Weather, Dirt,
and Sawdust

* Durable Farm Duty
1725 RPM Motor

* Very Low Energy
Use Motor

U E Open Cone Design

Prevents Sawdust

Buildup

* Super-Low Lift Height

What speies cuslomers
are for sale? | 'oyourirees

1-800-4-PRUNER

Call to order or request our catalog

COUNTRYVIEW NURSERY, INC.
Specializing in Seedlings and Transplants

(Continued from page 3)

summer and how those impacts us long term in
terms of supply. As we go into the 2010 selling
season let’s focus on the fact we have a quality
product to sell. The rains of late September and
early October should serve us well in terms of
this year’s crop and the public’s perception of the
growing conditions leading up to the Christmas
buying season.

There're many good things going on within our

organization and our industry. Take advantage of

them and be a significant partner in growing our

industry. If you haven’t expressed interest in

sharing more fully in the work of VCTGA and
want to do so,
please take the ini-
tiative and contact
me, Jeff Miller, or
any board member
to become a more
involved part of
VCTGA.

10785 84th Avenue * Allendale, Michigan 49401
Phone: (616) 892-4090 « Fax: (616) 892-4290
Email: brian@boschsnursery.com
www.boschsnursery.com

Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 Wholesale Price List for

Quality Seedlings & Transplants

Per 100
Rate

Por 1,000

Per 100
Age Saze Rate

Per 100 Per 1,000

$45.00
$100.00
$110.00
$125.00

$40.00 1’0 .JU 9—‘5
$86.00 & @1, 2-2) 15-24"
$170.00 7 0 x ‘_ur 20-30"

BLAO(HILL SPRUCE
$50.00 2
$115.00

RED PINE - Lake States
-0 48"
2-0.3-0 L

WHITE PINE - Lmsum
-0 $35.00
-0, 3-0y S l" $40.00
&0 8-15* $45.00
2-1) B8-14* $82 00
@2-2) 12-18* $110.00
x-LG) 18-24° $250.00

SCOTCH PINE - Scothighland + French
©2-0 512" $35.00
2-0, 3-0 5 $40.00

WHITE CEDAR
2-0) " $40.00
(3-0) 5" $45.00
2-1) o $82 .00
2-2, Pe2) 218 $110.00

$175.00

$195.00
$225.00
$550.00
$75000

ARBORVITAE - DARK GREEN, TECHNY,
EMERALD & GREEN GIANT
RC+1) 6-12° $110.00
(RC+2) 12-18* $140.00

$750.00
$350.00
10-20% Descount on orders over 10,000 plants
For completa kst ploase write or call us.
Brian Bosch / Owner
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Trees For Troops 2010

By John Carroll

The Christmas Spirit Foundation and the National Christ-
mas Tree Association (NCTA) will again sponsor the very
successful Tree For Troops Program. FedEx will be provid-
ing the trucking and air transportation again this year at no
cost, which is a tremendous contribution. You are invited to

participate by contributing good quality fresh trees, financial T R 0 O PS
support through the Christmas Spirit Foundation, and by

urging your customers to support the program. www.TreesForTroops.org

Last year the program provided 16,651 Christmas trees to military families of which 2,500 were pur-
chased by customers, or about 15% of the total. Last year Virginia donated 1239 trees to various
branches of the military around the country. These were loaded at four pickup points and two trailer
drop locations. News media coverage was excellent, especially for the trees going to Fort Hood in
Texas. NCTA reports Nielsen Audience statistics show 27 million viewers see Trees for Troops stories
each year, 15 million households actually recall

seeing the stories and 1.2 million viewers say the

program made them more likely to buy a real tree.
| think we can all agree that the program is not VARMl l
only the right thing to do, by supplying fresh

Christmas trees to those that risk their lives to de- PRO B LE M s :
El

fend our freedom, but it also is a very positive
event for our industry. 5 4

We will again have four pickup locations and the
trees will be loaded around the end of November YOU NEED ...
or very early December. The following growers
have graciously agreed to sponsor the pickup lo-

sy
cations again this year. They will have details con- B A

cerning tree quality, size and species needed.

4
Please contact them if you'd like to participate. '7‘ reSt “'angler
/3

Harrisonburg/ Luray: Dave Thomas

dithomas@shentel.net PESTWRANGLER.COM

Radford: Greg Miller
gwmiller50@aol.com

Whitetop: Jackie Davis The Pest Wrangler provides a variety of
jackiedavis@dmme.virginia.gov

B— — —d

non-toxic, pest control services for burrowing
Mineral: John Carroll rodents (groundbogs, voles), moles and more!
claybrookefarm@verizon.net Licensed and insured. Call: 703-909-8756



mailto:dlthomas@shentel.net
mailto:gwmiller50@aol.com
mailto:jackiedavis@dmme.virginia.gov
mailto:claybrookefarm@verizon.net
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Fraser Fir.
Musser Forests.

Douglas Fir.

Musser Forests.

Concolor, Canaan, White Pine, Hemlock.
Musser Forests.
We are seedlings and transplants.
Musser Forests has been growing a full line of porthern hardy seedlings
and transplants for over 73 years, We produce more and grade harder
to supply you with a better plant. Period.

Evergreen and Deciduous Bareroot Stock * Spring and Fall
Potted Liners, Container, and Field Grown * All Year

There’s only one Musser Forests, Inc.

Indiana, PA * wholesale@musserforests.com
1/800/643/8319 « Fax 724/465/9893
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VCTGA Receives Grant for Marketing Expansion Initiative
Promoting Virginia Grown Christmas Trees

The VCTGA has received a competitive specialty crop marketing grant through the Virginia Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (VDACS) and the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) for $30,000 to be used over the next 2 years. The grant was written and submitted by Sue Bos-
tic, Danny Neel and Jeff Miller.

Project Purpose:

The Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association (VCTGA) is an organization with over 100 members. Mem-
ber’s farm size ranges from small choose and cut growers to large wholesale growers located in all 6 regions of
Virginia. The VCTGA is seeking to take a stronger proactive approach toward improving the sale of Virginia
Grown Christmas trees through increased brand awareness of Virginia Grown Christmas trees as a vital part of the
“Virginia Grown” family of agricultural products. Greater identification within this very successful program will
increase visibility for Virginia Christmas trees as a viable specialty crop produced and marketed throughout the
state. The VCTGA is also seeking to better connect tree growers with a greater number of potential buyers by fo-
cusing primarily, but not exclusively, on civic, community, and non-profit organizations and groups. This goal
will help in the sale of Virginia Christmas trees by establishing greater visibility and marketing opportunities for
its growers within the Commonwealth by creating viable marketing outlets and successful working relationships.
Through this proposal we will offer assistance to ALL Virginia Christmas tree growers, regardless if they are
members or not, because our main objective is to benefit the entire Christmas tree industry throughout the Com-
monwealth. Our goal is, quite simply to further the marketing potential of Virginia Christmas trees and to increase
and foster relationships with many of Virginia’s non-profit and civic organizations. Various ideas have been gen-
erated within the VCTGA to meet these goals and objectives, but due to lack of funding have seen a shortfall in
implementation. The VCTGA would like to implement project Marketing Expansion Initiative Promoting Vir-
ginia Grown Christmas Trees by having grower/buyer marketing expos throughout the state bringing growers
and buyers face to face and also educate Christmas tree growers and buyers on how to utilize the “Virginia
Grown” products available through the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

Virginia Christmas tree growers across the state are experiencing a steady decline in sales that is leaving quality
trees standing in the fields after Christmas. Far too many of the Christmas trees purchased in Virginia are bought
from sources outside of the state and marketing efforts must be implemented to change this trend and increase
overall competitiveness in the market. If we can narrow the gap between our growers and Virginia buyers it would
increase overall sales and ensure that Virginia consumers are getting the freshest tree possible from a local
grower. Along with bringing the buyers to the table we need to educate them on the use of renewable and sustain-
able resources. Public appreciation and brand awareness of locally grown and produced products are among the
biggest benefits we have as tree growers.

Christmas trees are an important part of Virginia’s agriculture industry, contributing more than $35 million to the
Commonwealth’s total sales. The size of Christmas tree farms ranges from less than an acre to as large as several
hundred acres, with a few growers having a thousand or more acres. With figures like these, it is imperative that
individual tree growers have the proper name brand recognition, and a connection to the “Virginia Grown” cam-
paign, to increase product visibility and marketing recognition, as well as, an adequate structure available to help
in promoting the sale of this seasonal specialty crop.

As aforementioned, the association needs to refocus in order to gain more support from buyers within our home
state. At the same time, we need to work harder to establish a greater competitive edge for our Christmas tree
growers. A marketing expo in each region would allow local civic and non-profit groups to meet local Christmas
tree growers and will help producers to better connect and understand customer needs and future trends in order to
secure the financial stability of the Virginia Christmas tree growers.
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THE 2010 VCTGA ANNUAL MEETING: SOME IMPRESSIONS

By Steve Rhoades

Jeanie Francis was trying to get several members
to write articles for Pines and Needles about their
experience at the 2010 annual meeting of the
VCTGA in Waynesboro. When | received an e-
mail from Jeanie, obviously, | agreed to help. |
won’t attempt to provide a systematic summary of
the activities and presentations at the meeting.
Instead, I'd like to offer some of my impressions
about the meeting.

Sharon and | enjoyed the annual meeting very
much and found it to be quite informative, as has
been our experience with all of the meetings we
have attended since 1998, our first year as mem-
bers. This may have been the nicest weather we
have ever had for our annual meeting; it is often
hot as the dickens. | was quite satisfied with the
accommodations and thought the banquet facili-
ties and food were probably the nicest that | can
recall. The visits to the VA Department of For-
estry facility and Bill Francisco’s farm were both
interesting and informative. The wagon tour and
dinner at a local nursery provided a very nice end
to the first day. As is typically the case, there
were a lot of really good presentations on a diver-
sity of topics, from farm safety and marketing to
harmful Christmas tree insects and pathogens. It
seems to me that the business meeting was rela-
tively informative regarding the issues with which
the officers and board of directors are dealing. It
was good to see an effort at the business meeting
to get some input and involvement in the Associa-
tion’s work from the membership. Finally, it was
really enjoyable to see and talk with a lot of other
growers we have come to know over the years.
An added benefit is that we invariably learn and
get good ideas from other growers, both experi-
enced and new ones.

One of the impressions that | have from this meet-
ing is that there seemed to be quite a few new, or
relatively new, members in attendance. | really
liked to see that. While these new folks may lack
tree-growing and wreath-making experience, they
may bring enthusiasm, new ideas, and some par-
ticular talents or expertise that could prove to be
very useful to the VCTGA. It was especially nice
to see that Ray and Page Scott’'s granddaughter
and her husband filled in for Ray and Page, who

couldn’t make it to the meeting this year. It was
nice to see that this year “newbie” Fred Shorey
and his wife were both able to make it to the meet-
ing. Also notable was that one of our newest
members, Christian Critzer, entered very impres-
sive decorated and undecorated wreaths in the
wreath competition. It would be nice to see such
entries from more of the newer members who
would not only get some wreath-making experi-
ence, but they could also get a personal critique of
their work by one of the really good wreath mak-
ers we have in the Association. They might even
earn a ribbon that they could take home and hang
up for their customers to see.

| think that the VCTGA and all of its members can
really benefit from new members despite their lack
of experience, especially if they actively partici-
pate in one way or another. Since I'm on the new
member bandwagon, I'd like to encourage all new
members to be willing to serve on the board of di-
rectors. Much of what the officers and directors
do for the Association has nothing directly to do
with growing trees or making wreaths, so your
lack of experience in these areas really doesn’t
make much difference. You are perfectly capable
of providing useful ideas regarding such matters
as where to hold the next annual meeting, what
topics we should try to cover at the meeting, how
to attract more new members, how we can keep
our expenses down but continue to provide a
quality product for the membership, and so forth.
When | was on the Board as a relatively new As-
sociation member, | was asked to undertake a
thorough review of the VCTGA constitution and
bylaws. Obviously, my lack of experience as a
grower did not prevent me from doing that task or
giving my views on the kinds of matters noted
above; and that is true of most of the duties of di-
rectors.

Finally, I want to thank the many people who
helped to make the 2010 VCTGA annual meeting
one of the best ever, and I’'m sure other members
join me in this message. | will generally avoid
mentioning specific individuals who contributed to
making this meeting such a success, because I'm
sure that | would miss someone who deserves to
be mentioned. That said, | would like to mention

8
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some of the contributions that were important in
making the meeting so worthwhile to me. The
main exception to my “no-name” rule is that | must
single out Steve Satterfield, who, because he is
vice president, had primary responsibility for the
big job of organizing the meeting. Of course,
Steve would be the first to tell you that he had a
lot of support from VCTGA President Virginia Car-
roll (along with her lovely assistant , husband John
Carroll) and others.  (Yeah, | know, | already
broke my no-name rule again.) In addition to
these folks, thanks go out to the many people who
were active participants at the meeting. This in-
cludes those involved with the various presenta-
tions, the farm tour, the auction, and the wreath-
making workshop.

Thanks must certainly go out to a number of state
government employees from the Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Consumer Services
(VDACS), the Cooperative Extension Service, VA
Tech, and the Department of Forestry. They
brought a lot of energy and expertise to various
presentations, the farm tour, the auction, and dis-
cussions with individual members. Make no mis-
take, the annual meeting and the VCTGA would
be severely lacking without the active involvement
of these very competent and dedicated state gov-
ernment employees. It should be remembered
that they help us throughout the year by participat-
ing in our board meetings; responding promptly to
gueries from members on numerous topics; par-
ticipating in VCTGA workshops; providing us with
technical analyses of our soil, tree insect prob-
lems, and tree pathogens; participating in VCTGA
workshops; and so forth. Our vendors certainly
deserve a big thanks for their active support of the
VCTGA through their membership, knowledge,
contributions to our auction, providing us with in-
formation and products we need to run our opera-
tions, and some of them support our newsletter,
Pines and Needles, by advertising there.

A number of members helped make this meeting
a success on an informal basis. These include,
for example, those who brought wreath tables for
the wreath-making session, contributed items for
the auction, and brought trees and wreaths for the
competition. The tree and wreath competition
naturally brings me to G. M., who once again
served to oversee the judging of the trees and
wreaths. (Note, | did not exactly reveal the name.)

While not directly connected with the annual meet-
ing, a big thank you goes out to two people ( T.
and D. O'.-- again, sort of sticking with my policy
of no names), who have for many years held an
annual new growers’ workshop at their farm and
selflessly advised many of these new growers on
a one-on-one basis throughout the year. Their
efforts have resulted in quite a few new members
for the VCTGA over the years. Finally, a thank
you goes out to all of you members who were able
to attend the meeting. It wouldn’t be much of a
meeting if nobody came would it?!

At this 2010 annual meeting, | was again im-
pressed with the continuing vitality and usefulness
of the VCTGA. This is entirely the result of efforts
by individual members who took on formal respon-
sibilities as officers and directors, or helped out
with specific tasks on an informal basis. Having
been the board member responsible for coming
up with a slate of candidates to serve as officers
and directors during my time on the board, | can
tell you that it is not easy to come up with candi-
dates. So, | urge all members to keep in mind
how important it is to get active participation from
the membership if we are going to continue to
have a high quality association characterized by
the vitality and usefulness so evident at the 2010
annual meeting in Waynesboro.

SOUTHERN CHRISTMAS TREE
NURSERY

Bill and Sara Murray
3452 Pateville Road
Cordele, Georgia 31015
229-273-5748

Leyland cypress, Naylors Blue, Silver Dust,
Castlewellon Gold, Blue Ice, Burkii,
Carolina Sapphire, Murray Cypress,

and Red Cedar
Liners, Gallons and some 3 Gallons

Call us for Quality Professionally Grown Plants
We Ship UPS

We furnish information on cultural practices
to our customers free




ary and hair roots be harvested in the digging
process. This translates into higher survivability and
diminished transplant shock for our customers.

Species Age Type Size Per 100 Per 1000
Fraser Fr P+2 Transplants 10-16" $113.60 $710.00
Douglas Fir 21 Transplants 12-18" $84.00 $525.00
Colorado Blue Spruce 241 Transplants 10-18" $85.60 $535.00
Norway Spruce 241 Transplants 14-18" $84.60 $530.00
White Pine 2-2 Transplants 12-18" $112.00 $700.00
Leyland Cypress RC+1 Transplants 8-14" $132.00 $825.00
Serbian Spruce 21 Transplants 9-15° $92.00 $575.00
Canadian Hemlock P+2 Transplants 12-18" $118.00 $740.00
Korean Fir P+3 Transplants 12- 24" $144.00 $900.00

Visit us on the web at WWW.alphanurseries.com
for more information on all 180 species of trees and shrubs we grow.

Contact Jeff Busscher to place an order, get information or talk
through opportunities in contract growing.

Order by Phone: (269)857-7804
Order by Fax: (269)857-8162 Memberships:

Better Business Bureau— Western Michigan

Order by Mail: Michigan Seeding Growers Association

H Minnesota Christmas Tree Growers Association
Alpha N urseries New York Christmas Tree Growers Association
3737 65th St
Holland, Ml 49423

Email info@alphanurseries.com
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Christmas Tree Management Short Course Scheduled

Dr. Ricky M. Bates
Associate Professor of Horticulture Department of Horticulture, Penn State

Penn State’s 2011 Christmas Tree Management Short Course will be held at the Ramada Inn and Con-
ference Center in State College, PA, Wednesday February 16 and Thursday February 17. Sponsored
by the College of Agricultural Sciences and the Department of Horticulture, the course attracts Christ-
mas tree growers from over 12 states and Canada.

The course is designed to help growers adopt the latest pest control, production and business manage-
ment practices. Core and Category pesticide re-certification credits from the Pennsylvania Department
of Agriculture will be available to those attending the meeting. This year’s program represents a broad
range of topics and highlights Christmas tree cultural management, pest control, and farm business
management.

A sampling of this year’s speakers and topics include:
Larry Kuhns (Penn State Univ.) — Everything you need to know about B & B
Paul Shealer (Penn State Univ.) — Back-to-Basics workshop

Tracey Olson, Cathy Thomas, Sarah Pickle, Sandy Gardosik, Rayanne Lehman (PA Dept. of Agric.)
— Hands-on pest management sessions

Rick Bates (Penn State Univ.) — Grower-based tree improvement
Bill Riden (Penn State Univ.) — Improving pesticide handling practices
Tracey Harpster (Penn State Univ.) — Pesticide safety

Rick Stehouwer & Andy Beck (Penn State) — |
Christmas tree soils ——_ — — ____—— ___— i

L Lot o uete oo, |INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS
ree farmn taxes FOR CHRISTMAS TREE
(Ijlrl?svrl ea:drz:l?tri](igl L;ZZ; IZ[S)ZZT(ers addressing timely AND WREATH P R ODU CERS

and cutting-edge topics. W K102 WREATH MACHINE

Il RED NET TREE PACKAGING
A registration fee of $185 includes all educational B BOW-MAKING MACHINE
sessions, instructional materlalsf, breaks and S o S AR Al e
lunches for Feb 16 and 17. Registration for one
day is $105. A complete agenda and registration Bl TP300TREE PLANTER
forms will be mailed shortly after Christmas. Reg- Il WREATH RINGS & WIRE
istration deadline is Friday, Feb. 11, 2011. If you I RIBBON & DECORATIONS
do not receive a registration form or need addi- Il SHEARING KNIVES
tional information, please call the Christmas Tree -:m::mmos

Management Short Course office at (814) 863-
7713 or e-mail Rick Bates at rmb30@psu.edu. A
block of rooms have been reserved at The Ra-
mada Inn and Conference Center at a special rate
of $62. Reserve a room at a by calling (814) 238-
3001, and indicate you are attending the Christmas Our Website
Tree Short Course, or visit the Ramada’s website .
at. www.ramadasc.com . Room reservations Order Online
should be made by January 14, 2011 to receive
the reduced rate.

WE ARE YOUR
COMPLETE
SUPPLIER

INDUSTRIES
MILBRIDGE, MAINE 04658
e T Call or Write for our Catalogue

1-800-343-4057
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ks Dopartment of Forestry
Angusta Forestry Conter

2010 VCTGA Christmas Tree and Wreath Contest Winners

Fraser Fir Undecorated

Wreath
1st Joe Freeman

y 1st Sue Bostic
2nd Sue Bostic

: 2nd Christian Critzer
3rd Billy Cornette

Decorated Wreath

White Pine
Joe Freeman’s 1st Sue Bostic 1st Sue Bostic Sue Bostic’s

Grand Champion 2nd Christian Critzer Grand Champion
Fraser Fir 2nd John Carroll Wreath
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2010 Annual Meeting Survey

By Steve Satterfield

The Board of the Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association (VCTGA) and others put considerable
time and effort into planning the annual meeting. The annual meeting is the best opportunity for mem-
bers to participate in their organization and to interact with each other. Certainly, we all have many
common issues and concerns. The Board strives to make the annual meeting valuable to members.

To help assure that we are on the right track, a questionnaire was included in the registration packet for
the recent meeting to get feedback from attendees. Seventeen questionnaires were returned. A total
of 43 farms were registered for the meeting.

The questionnaire had 3 parts. The first part dealt with program content. The second part dealt with
location, facilities, costs and length of meeting. The third part dealt with subjects for future meetings
and whether the Saturday field trip was important. Overall, the feedback indicated a very high degree
of satisfaction with all aspects of the annual meeting. That feedback confirmed the general impression
from observing the meeting: attendees seemed to be engaged, interested and enthusiastic.

The question on program content sought to get feedback on the mix between production and marketing
subjects. All responses but two simply said that the meeting had the right content and priorities. Two
responses went further. One cautioned against adding any additional marketing and one viewed a
presentation about the elements of one very successful operation as too promotional.  Other com-
ments singled out that particular presentation as one of the highlights of the meeting. So we do not al-
ways agree on everything.

The respondents were similarly positive on the
meeting location, adequacy of facilities, costs and
length of meeting. Fourteen out of the 17 re-
sponses were totally favorable. One comment said
it was the best facility for the annual meeting that
they had stayed in. One thought the cost was a
“little high” and one thought the facility “too mod-
Your est”. One would have liked a restaurant on site

UELERE [t did note that restaurants were nearby.
tree lot

7T \Vith regard to future meetings, there were several
NI SUggestions in no particular order: meeting is use-
CEETRYARW ful for pesticide application license re-certification;
continue marketing techniques and insect and dis-
ease control presentations; might need beginner
and intermediate tracks for social media; include
organic/natural pest and weed control; developing
a list serve; and more on business structure and
advantages and disadvantages. Another member
said they would submit additional comments later
so we look forward to receiving those.

One member suggested that the Board work to in-
crease the visibility of the VCTGA annual meeting.
Decorations and signage were suggested. We will
definitely address that issue next year.

(Continued on page 19)
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A GOOD CHRISTMAS TREE IN 2008 IS NOT SO GOOD IN 2009:
WHAT’S GOING ON? By Steve Rhoades

Sharon and | had a Murray cypress for our own
Christmas tree in 2008 and again in 2009. The
very different performance of these two trees, one
good and one not, was a big surprise to us and
not readily explicable. This experience and what
we learned from it might interest some other
VCTGA members, especially those who are grow-
ing, or thinking about growing, Murray or Leyland
cypress.

We had never had a cypress for a Christmas tree
prior to 2007. Therefore, when the Blue Ice and
Murray cypress trees we were growing became
large enough to use as Christmas trees, we
wanted to try these trees in our own house. This
way we would be able to tell our customers how
they might expect the cypress to perform based
on our own experience, not just from what we had
read or heard about these trees. As | described in
an earlier issue of Pines and Needles (spring
2008), we had a great experience with a Blue Ice
cypress during Christmas of 2007. The tree held
ornaments and lights nicely, it had a relatively
strong and persistent aroma, and it held up beauti-
fully for about five weeks in the house. So, our
first experience with a cypress, a Blue Ice, was
very good.

We tried a Murray cypress in both 2008 and 2009.
Our excellent experience with a Murray cypress in
2008 convinced us that we could confidently rec-
ommend one to our customers as a tree that
would hold up well for four to five weeks if given
proper care. (To encourage proper care, we give
all customers a flyer describing how to care for
their trees, as well as their wreaths and table ar-
rangements.) It was purely by chance that we had
a Murray cypress the following Christmas (2009),
because we had already tried one out for our-
selves. We used one again simply because we
had a nice looking, seven-foot Murray out in the
field, but it had a very crooked trunk up to about a
foot from the ground and had been passed over
by customers. So, we decided to go ahead and
use it ourselves. Our experience with this 2009
tree was markedly different from our experience
with the 2008 Murray cypress.

The 2008 tree took up about two gallons of water
during the first two or three days in the house be-

fore water uptake gradually tapered off. After five
weeks in the house, the tree still looked fresh and
very few scales broke off when | removed the tree
from the house. In contrast, the 2009 tree took up
virtually no water from the time it was brought into
the house until it was removed from the house five
weeks later. By the time the tree was removed
from the house, the scales looked droopy and
dried out, and quite a few of the scales broke off
during removal.

It was not immediately clear why we had such dif-
ferent experiences with the two Murray cypresses.
The two trees were cut and maintained in essen-
tially the same manner. Both were cut from the
same field comprised of a heavy, silty loam soil,
and both were about seven feet tall. They were
both taken to the house and immediately placed in
a large stand with water where they remained for
about five weeks. The trees were kept in exactly

ANJ WESTERN MAINE NURSERIES

Conifers & Woody Ornamentals
SINCE 1923

We propagate millions
of trees and care for
hundreds of satisfied
customers every year.

To join the hundreds of customers
who appreciate hardy, deep-rooted
transplants and seedlings backed by
an 80-plus year tradition of great
service, just call us toll-free at

1.800.447.4745

1.800.447.4745 » www.wmnurseries.com

4 Nurserv Lane. Frvebura. Maine 04037
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(Continued from page 15)

the same location in the house, and temperatures
in the house were the same during the 2008 and
2009 Christmas seasons. | just didn’t understand
what was responsible for the tremendous differ-
ence in performance of the two trees.

| tried to come up with some other explanation
(besides field location and soil) for the disparate
performance of the two trees. | briefly considered
“genetic variation” as the culprit because that is
what we are often (and very possibly correctly)
told by various technical experts on Christmas
trees when they are not able to come up with a
diagnosis for some problem with an individual tree
or a small number of trees. However, it seemed
that | had to rule out genetic variation as an expla-
nation because, as | understand it, Murray cy-
presses are clones and would all have the same
genetic makeup. So, | came up with another hy-
pothesis that is logical, but | was not sure it was
firmly grounded in plant behavior. We had a very
wet late fall in 2009, right up to the time of cutting
the tree. When | cut the tree, | imagine that it was
totally saturated with water. Thus, when | placed

Wreath Frames
For All Your Christmas Needs

Clamp, Crimp, Plain, Double Rail

We Have Topiary Frames Too!
Top Quality - Low Prices

918-272-3800 = 888-773-8169

S

RIVERSIDE ENTERPRISES
484 RIVER STREET ® TROY, NEW YORK 12180

the tree in water just 20 minutes after cutting it
down, the tree had no water deficit and did not
take up any water. By the time the tree dried out
enough to need some water, the sap in the tree
had sealed off the vascular system where the tree
was cut, and it could not take up any water. Of
course, this hypothesis about our 2009 Murray cy-
press to take up water would seem to imply
(maybe unrealistically) that most choose-and-cut
trees are suffering a water deficit at the time they
are removed from the field (otherwise, most such
trees would not take up any water, and that is not
the case). This possible explanation seemed sus-
pect to me.

At this point, | was not satisfied with my efforts to
understand the difference in performance between
my 2008 and 2009 Christmas trees, so | decided
to turn to an expert for help. | contacted Professor
Eric Hinesley at North Carolina State University.
As you will probably recall, Professor Hinesley
made a very interesting and informative presenta-
tion based on his research into the post-harvest
performance of Christmas trees at the annual
meeting of the VCTGA last August, in Blacksburg,
VA. One of the things that made me think about
Professor Hinesley was that he had mentioned
that his research found that cypress trees rehy-
drate to a greater extent than other species he
tested. In any event, | sent an e-mail to him ex-
plaining the situation and offering my hypothesis
(amateur stab at an explanation) for the difference
| had observed.

Professor Hinesley kindly responded very
promptly to my e-mail and was refreshingly candid
about his uncertainty regarding the performance
difference between my two trees. He noted that
he hears a similar story at least once a year, but
that he has never had it happen with any trees he
has used in experiments or in his own home. He
further noted specifically in reference to Leyland
cypress (a very close relative of the Murray cy-
press) that they usually perform like my 2008 tree;
holding up for a long time when placed in water
immediately after cutting. He added that while he
could not refute my hypothesis about pre-harvest
moisture content preventing the uptake of water
from the stand, he felt that this would not be suffi-
cient to explain the performance difference that |
experienced with my trees. (This might have been

(Continued on page 21)
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Jeff Ishee 2010 VCTGA Friend of the Industry

Jeff Ishee was recognized as the 2010 VCTGA
“Friend of the Industry” at the annual VCTGA banquet
at the Waynesboro Country Club on August 27. The
award was presented in recognition of his support of
the Virginia Grown Christmas trees and the larger ag-
ricultural community. Last fall he did a segment on
his show On the Farm, a daily syndicated regional
radio news program and Virginia Farming, a weekly
production of Virginia Public Television, interviewing
VCTGA President Virginia Carroll and Rodney
Richardson, who provided the Christmas trees for the
Governor's mansion. Jeff Ishee has been recognized
by many agriculture groups for his work. He was re-
cently was named the State Friend of Extension and
Tom Stanley, Extension Agriculture and Natural Re-
sources agent in Augusta County, says, “Jeff has
been instrumental in helping the general public, many
of whom have limited knowledge about agriculture,

understand the challenges and accomplishments of VCTGA President Virginia Carroll (right) presents Jeff Ishee
the agriculture industry.” with the VCTGA Friend of the Industry award

Virginia Fall Specials www.cherokeemfg.com

. HEROKEE
Managactuning

TWINES AND LENO PRUNERS, LOPPERS. AND MORE
1250 BLUE-RED CHRISTMAS TWINE $70.00 per case (27 ¢s per pallet $67.00 percs)  BAHCO PSIH HEDGE SHEARS $42.00 cach
1500 GREEN CHRISTMAS TWINE $67.00 per case (27 ¢s per pallet (64.00 per case) BAHCO P16-70 LONG HANDLE LOPPERS $42.00 cach

LENO (WHITE BURLAP) 15x300 $120.00 per roll BAHCO P16-40 SHORT HANDLE LOPPERS $39.95 cach
LENO WHITE BURLAP) 12x300 $80.00 per roll 4" POLE PRUNER $60.00 cach

LENO TARPS {24x50 w/ 27 grommets) $60.00 each 6" POLE PRUNER $70.00 each

SHADE CLOTH PANELS (24x 100 w/ 4" grommets @ 73% shade) $165.00 cach 7'HVY POLE PRUNER $77.00 cach

1 PLY PLAIN SISAL TWINE $9.75 per 10 b roll 130 DXR HAND PRUNERS $22.50 cach

FELCO #2 HAND PRUNERS $41.95 cach

SHARP SHOP SSHEARING KNIVES, WREATH RINGS (CLAMP AND HAND
ol i TIE), WREATH WIRE . FLAGGING TAPE AND MANY OTHER
167 Plain Blade w/ 67 Wooden or Poly Handle $35.00 each (12 or more $30.00 each) TTEMS AVAILABLE!

16" Serrated Blade w/ 6 Wooden or Poly Handle $36.00 each (12 or more S31.00
RAINSUITS (yellow) $10.00 cach

SHEARING KNIVES AND ASSC,

THANKS FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO QUOTE YOU!
CHEROKEE MFG
80 CERAMIC TILE
MORGANTON NC 28655
828-584-3334 (OFFICE)
828-584-T434 (FAX)
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Generation after generation
providing families,
wholesalers, and landscapers
with high-quality evergreen
stock and supplies. Think of
Strathmeyer for a wide variety

of bare-root, balled and . \\ -

burlapped, and fresh-cut
Christmas trees.

Browse our online catalog at
www.strathmeyer. com.

) Strathmeyer Forests, Inc.

255 Zeigler Road, PO Box 70, Dover PA 17315
800-345-3406
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(Continued from page 14)

The Board is already working on next year’'s
meeting, tentatively slated to be in Blacksburg.
All these suggestions and others as they are
received along with thoughts of the Board will
be considered for next year's meeting.

Attendees judged this year’s meeting to be very
worthwhile. That is gratifying as that is the in-
tent. Work will continue to improve the meeting
wherever possible to best serve the member-
ship. The feedback provided by attendees is
highly valuable and is greatly appreciated. The
Board seeks the continuing advice of the mem-

HARTIKKA TREE FARMS

Transplants
Fir Spruce Pine
Fraser Blue White
Canaan White
Douglas Meyer
Concolor Serbian
Grand Norway
Korean Oriental
Blue Balsam Black Hill

Bracted Balsam

Over 30 Years Nursery Experience
*Containerized & Bareroot*

262 Wylie School Road, Voluntown, CT 06384

860-376-2351 800-508-5099 Fax: 860-376-8963
www.treeman2.com

bership.

All Growers Encouraged to Sign up for Virginia Grown
All VCTGA member farms are encouraged to "sign-up”

to be listed on the VDACS Virginia Grown Website.

The Virginia Grown program promotes a strong partnership between consumers
and producers that directs customers to your
Farm, Farmers’ Market, Pick Your Own or
other Farm Business.

Listing on the VDACS Direct Marketing
website is FREE

You may access the form on the VDACS website and click "forms"

www.virginiagrown.com
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OW YOUR QUALITY

SIGNS FO

Virginia Christmas Tree
Growers Association

GET YOURS Now! JUST CONTACT:
VCTGA, 383 Coar, Horrow Ro, CHRISTIANSBURG,

VA 24073-6721
SECRETARY @ VIRCINIACHRISTMASTREES.OR(C

540-382-0943 | psicnim wy:Jason llmJ

OR CALL: .

Classified Ads

For Sale:

Premium Eco-Friendly Fraser Firs

300 each 6'-7'in height 300 each 12'-16' in height
Never sprayed with insecticides!

Call Billy Cornette: 276-766-3134

Email: rounders3@embargmail.com

For Sale:
Premium White Pine Christmas Trees
5'to 9', cut and baled. Call 336-372-2992

Vans Pines Nursery Inc. West Olive, Mi
e Conifer Jiffy Plug Liners

e Conifer Plug Plus Transplants

o Deciduous Seedlings

Free Catalog Call 1800-888-7337

or www.vanspines nursery.com

For Sale:

Antique one Horse Sleigh!

Also Carry—all for 3 point Hitch on small tractor.
Call Fred Wagoner 336-620-1590

For Sale:

Drill Machine for Yule stand system with drill bit and
collar. $300.00 Call 540-885-3008

For Sale:
Established Christmas Tree Farm

Tree Song Farm in Rixeyville, Va 25 acres with an old
house and small barn, about 4000 trees in the ground at
various stages of growth. We have 9 species.

Contact Steve Bartlett 703-716-4338

For Sale:

Suitable for wreath or roping.
Contact Cindy Haygood at Glenthorn Farm
Cindy@gfsb.org 804-366-0076

For Sale:
7—11 foot Frazer Fir trees
Contact Bobby Miller 336-982-7445

10—15 foot White Pines trees sheared every other year.

Wanted:

Someone to plant Christmas Trees on 4+/- acres of land
in Wythe County, VA.
email Scott Adams: adamss@bellsouth.net
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Welcome New VCTGA Members

Tad Zimmerman Buttonwood Farm

Middleburg, VA

Christopher Irmen Hinter Benedicten Conifers Viewtown, VA

Jay McRoberts Naughty Pine Nursery Falls Church, VA

Derick Proctor Pott's Creek Tree Farm Orlando, FL

Charles Sturgill Sturgill Tree Farms West Jefferson, NC

Jeff Sutherland Sutherland Christmas Trees & Nursery Elk Creek, VA

Kristen Staehling Victory Acres Suffolk, VA
PAL-SYSTEM NURSERY

CANAAN FIR PLUG 'S

-1 & 1-2
P.O. Box 454 Howard, PA 1684
814-625-2618
L.com
vw.palsystemnursery.com
(Continued from page 16)
" Leyland Cypress
a kind and scientific way of saying that my hy- Murray Cypress

pothesis was a bunch of malarkey.) Professor
Hinesley did go on to suggest how | might test the
hypothesis.

The information | received from Professor Hinesley
is encouraging to me and Sharon in that it strongly
suggests that the poor-performing 2009 Murray
cypress is an anomaly. We're really glad to hear
this, because our 2008 tree was really nice, quite a
few of our customers like the tree, and we are
growing quite a few of them. At this time, we still
feel that we can confidently, but now tinged with a
bit of uncertainty, recommend Murray cypress to
our customers. | must confess that | am strongly
tempted to try another Murray cypress for our own
Christmas tree next year. In any event, assuming
my 2009 tree was an odd-ball, | wonder why it be-
came an odd-ball. Perhaps there is a genetic ex-
planation that does not depend on genetic varia-
tion, which | don’t think can apply to clones such
as Murray cypress. This alternative genetic hy-
pothesis is that somehow the 2009 tree had gene
damage or a gene mutation, but | don’t know
whether this is a plausible hypothesis. | guess 'l
need help from a plant biologist on this one.

Carolina Sapphire
Green Giant

Liners & 1 Gallon

* w
2 2

— =
= 2

iney Creek Junipers

(Small table top trees)

Christmas Hill
150 Riverside Rd
Chesnee, S.C. 29323

Blue Ice

1 Gallon

John Wagner
Phone 864-592-2764
Fax 864 592-5525

EMail crismashil@bellsouth.net

UPS Shipping Avaliable for all Liners

21




VCTGA Board of Directors

President

One-Year Directors

Two Year Directors

Virginia Carroll
Claybrooke Farm
207 Fairway Drive
Louisa, VA 23093
Phone: 540-967-1076

President@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Past President

Tim Williams

Spruce Rock Farm

1104 Morningwood Ln

Great Falls, VA 22066-1609

Phone: 540-543-2253
TimWilliams@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Vice-President

Steve Satterfield

Elysium Tree Farm

21041 Clarks Mountain Road

Rapidan, VA 22733

Phone: 540-672-4512
VicePresident@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Robert O’Keeffe
Rifton Farm and Nursery
240 Rifton Ln

Pilot, Va 24138-1576
Ph:(540) 651-8440

Robert@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Greg Lemmer

Boy’s Home Christmas Tree Farm
306 Boy’s Home Road
Covington, Va 24426-5518
Ph:(540) 965-7700
gglemmer@boyshomeinc.org

Charlie Conner

Mountian Magic Christmas Trees
970 Snider Branch Rd

Marion, VA 24354-6562

Ph: (276) 783-7732
conner@vt.edu

Jocelyn Lampert

Crazy Joe’s Christmas Tree Farm
18028 Carrico Mills Road
Elkwood, Va 22718

Ph:(540) 423-9020

Jocelyn@Virginiachristmastrees.org

Tommy Naylor

Northlake Christmas Tree & Nursery
7326 Meadowbrook Rd

Benson, NC 27504-8273

Ph: 919 894-3524

Fax: 919 894-3524

tenaylor07 @embargmail.com

Dave Thomas
Valley Star Farms

390 Almond Drive
Luray, Va 22835
Ph:(540) 860-8040
dlthomas@shentel.net

Treasurer Grants Industry Advisors
Jeff Miller Sue Bostic Kyle Peer
Horticulture Management Assoc. Joe’s Trees VA Tech Dept of Forestry
383 Coal Hollow Rd 5110 Cmberland Gap Road PO Box 70

Christiansburg VA 24073-6721
Ph: 540-382-0943

Fax 540-382-2716
jbmiller@swva.net

Newport, VA 2418
Phone: (540) 544-7303
JoesTrees@pemtel.net

National Advisor

John Carroll

Claybrooke Farm

207 Fairway Dr

Louisa, VA 23093-6522
Phone: 540 872-3817
claybrookefarm@verizon.net

Newsletter

Jeanle Francis

2252 Windsor Ave.

Roanoke VA 24015-2206

Phone: 540-343-3513
newsletter@virginiachristmastrees.org

Pines & Needles

Published Quarterly
by Virginia Christmas Tree Growers
Association
Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall

All members are encouraged to
contribute articles, photos, questions,
comments, helpful hints and advice.

Advertisement design and layout
services available.

Critz VA 24082-0070
Phone: 276-694-4135
eduadvisor@virginiachristmastrees.org

Danny Neel

VDACS Regional Marketing Development
Manager

250 Cassell Rd

Wytheville VA 24382-3317

Phone: 276-228-5501
danny.neel@vdacs.virginia.gov

David Robishaw

VDACS Regional Marketing Development
Manager

900 Natural Resources Dr Ste 300
Charlottesville VA 22903-2982

Phone: 434-984-0573
david.robishaw@vdacs.virginia.gov




CHRISTMAS TREES

The GoTo Company

* Innovative and cost effective formulation for spider mite control

' » Kill eggs and all immature stages
- - + Treated females are unable to lay viable eggs
a er + Long residual performance
« \ery selective toward predatory mites and beneficial insects

Miticide *  Not a restricted pesticide.

» Long lasting spider mite control

® » Controls eggs, larvae and nymphs
avey * No miticide is safer on beneficial mites and insects

* Not a restricted pesticide

o » Effective control of aphids, adelgids and white pine weevil
» Systemic insecticide

Systemic Insecticide * Restricted use pesticide

* Broad spectrum control insecticide including aphids,
midge and scales

+ Excellent knockdown and long residual control

» Not a federally restricted use pesticide

I e d ® 7 O w * Broad-spectrum insect control
ml an - Not a federally restricted use product

Agricultural Insecticide *  Soft on beneficial insects

Tho (0 Th
The Go To Company
midan® and MSRE por regatsved rademanss of Gowan Company, LLC. imidas EPA fleg No 10163508 NSRS EPA Reg No 10163-220 Londen i 3 ademars of Dow

Agsloesces LLC EPA Nog o 62710-301-10183. Sevey® & & registenid inndimirk of Nppon Sods EPA Reg Mo 10183-254. Onage® i & igistersd rademan of
y Soda EPAReg Mo 10183277 Aza Dwectl is # regestened Mademank of Gowen Company LLC. EPA Reg. 0 71008110953
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Find out why Hensler Nursery consistently sells out
early each year of their transplants. Simply stated,
“they are THE BEST!”

By overwhelming demand HNI has increased
production of these popular pines so they may
introduce new customers to this experience and
the exciting results.

Our Norway Spruce and Canaan Fir T’s are
also-second to none. One look at their
fibrous root system and you will understand
why they are consistently a top seller.

The strong root Qg
system on these ¥
trees will help;n.; 3

h‘ ‘ “ng S
ensure a 1% x&,
survival in the’ ' =%

field for you. :

"

Our #1 Out Perjormers
Ags SIZC SOV SOV
| EASTERN WHITE PINE
“ g LA 2-3T 24/36" $180.00 $900.00
nees that TS i 2 . 2-1T 8/14" 96.00 480.00

CANAAN FIR

pl‘Oduce 38 .} | P+2 10/20" 175.00 875.00
s 2, NORWAY SPRUCE

for you! T g ‘_ . 2-1T 10/16" 100.00 500.00

2-2T 14/26" 150.00 750.00

Lake States and N. Carolina seed sources are available
Please contact us for
our complete listing of e 7
pines, spruces, firs and e . P. O. Box 58 * Hamlet, IN, 46532
deciduous species ‘ Mok hosalermsiome Myends nct
available spn'ng 2008. .-_ . Website: henslernurseryindiana.com



