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SUPPLIES + EQUIPMENT

We select and offer the
best-working products!

Balers & Netting

Wreath-making
supplies

Shakers
Tree stands
Tags
Banners

Shearing machines

Removal bags
& more

As experienced

growers and
retailers, we can
help you select
products for a more
productive and
profitable business.

Contact us today!

www.fraserknoll.com

RBA-302:/ 33D
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Presidents Message
By Virginia Carroll

AM & MOsO Emerge from
Session as Major Focus Areas
That 60s Member shi p an

2010 has begun a new decade, a decade with challenges and
opportunities for us as Christmas tree growers and for our VCTGA
as the flagship organization for our industry. Our VCTGA board
has taken the first steps toward developing a strategic plan for our
association that could, if we stay the course, greatly impact our
association, its members and our industry in a vital and positive
way.

Our current mission statement is:

a)

AVCTGA i s an association of professional Chr

of our farming industry by growing and marketing quality trees. Through our support of
research and research, we strive to improve the numbers, quality, and types of trees available
to the fresh tree market. o

So where are we going now? We might want to take a fresh look at that statement and determine if it
mostly clearly defines our mission as we now see it. By looking at that statement and clarifying anew
our mission, by planning strategically to see that we are moving forward in a focused way, and by

preparing to |l ook at what, not just a &émission

to do for our association and our industry as we proceed into this new decade and beyond.

Out of our initial strategic planning meeting we targeted certain areas of concern and interest. We
resolved to increase our collective wvoice an
increasing our number of new members, providing significant value as strong incentive to retain
current members, and reconnecting with past members to encourage them to once again become a
vital part of our VCTGA. The monetary benefits, not to mention, the benefits our members bring to
our group in terms of expertise and experience, will do much to provide the resources we need to
move forward as an association and as an industry. After all, an association or organization is only
as strong as the strength of its members. We are seeking to increase our membership by 20% in the
next two years. Board member Jocelyn Lambert is already hard at work spearheading that initiative.
| 6m asking you, as members, to take an active
the value that we, as a proactive support group for our industry, have to offer.

Wedre also seeking to address some major mar
growers saw far too many marketable trees | eft
issues to deal with in terms of the weather during the selling season. Through initial work by former
president Tom OO6Hol |l aran, and the hard workin

(Continued on page 4)
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Presidentds Message 3 Continued from page
writer, Sue Bostic, webve applied for a speci alt)
that grant, AA Marketing Expansion Initiative]|Prc

seek to have funding available to better promote our industry as a part of the very successful VDACS

AVirginia Growno program, and to better connef¢

groups, clubs, community and nonprofit groups in promoting the viability of fresh grown quality
Christmas trees. This initiative is needed, whether or not we receive the grant, but our resources for
moving forward would be greatly enhanced by having that funding.

There are other areas which were targeted during that initial strategic planning session, but it seems
these two, membership and marketing, were among those which emerged as needing focused

action now. Weoll be sharing more about that
at a later date. For now, know that we are moving forward and together we can better shape the
course for our association, our industry, our

hope that as we approach the end of this decade we can say we did much to move our industry
forward in the Commonwealth of Virginia and beyond.

s

2010 VCTGA Annual Meeting!

INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS |~ %0
FOR CHRISTMAS TREE ake your Reservations Now !
AND WREATH PRODUCERS|  Best Western Waynesboro

N FCTE RN MG 540-942-1100
[l RED NET TREE PACKAGING
B O SRAING ACH S Be sure to mention VCTGA to
Il CAROLINA GARLAND MACHINE ] ]
I TP300 TREE PLANTER receive special rates!
I WREATH RINGS & WIRE . .
I RIBEON & DECORATIONS Plan to join us for the
Il SHEARING KNIVES informational seminars,
& PLANTING TOOLS
I CHRISTMAS TREE STANDS
WE ARE YOUR new vendor products,
COMPLETE
s”""““ Meet fellow growers and
industry experts

Our Website |NDUSTR|ES Look for more details coming

Order On“ne MILBRIDGE, MAINE 04658
NI tepwes  Call or Write for our Catalogue soon!

1-800-343-4057
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New VDACS Commissioner Appointed

Governor Bob McDonnell appointed Harrisonburg Delegate Matt Lohr to serve as the
Commonwealth's next Commissioner of the Virginia Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services. Lohr is a three-term Republican Delegate representing
Harrisonburg and sections of Rockingham County.

Speaking about the appointment, Governor McDonnell noted, "Matt understands the
importance of agriculture to Virginia's economy. Virginia's farms don't just grow food;
they also provide critically important jobs and revenue for our Commonwealth. | want
an aggressive, experienced leader to head up the Virginia Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. It is a crucial agency to the future prosperity of our state.
Matt's background in farming, his service in Richmond as a delegate, and his
commitment to the citizens of the Commonwealth make him the perfect individual to
take on this important position. | thank Matt for agreeing to continue to serve Virginia
in this new capacity."

"Matt will be an outstanding VDACS Commissioner," said Secretary of Agriculture and
Forestry Todd P. Haymore, who is also a former VDACS Commissioner. "With his
extensive farming and agriculturali related regulatory experience, he will bring a
unique perspective to the post. His background will also complement the domestic and global marketing and
development efforts that Governor McDonnell and | are focusing on to help create jobs and more opportunities for our
agricultural and forestry producers."

Matt Lohr remarked, "I'm deeply honored to be joining the McDonnell administration as Commissioner of the Department
of Agriculture and Consumer Services. | have been passionate about agriculture my entire life and have enjoyed being
an advocate for it, whether it's through my work on the family farm or from my seat in the House of Delegates. | look
forward to continuing those efforts as Commissioner, and I'm very excited about working with Governor McDonnell and
Secretary Haymore to support their efforts to promote agriculture, the state's leading industry."

About Matt Lohr

Matt Lohr is currently serving in his third term in the Virginia House of Delegates. Matt was first elected in November
2005 to represent the 26th District. His district includes the City of Harrisonburg and northern portions of Rockingham
County. He serves on three House Committees: Agriculture, Chesapeake, and Natural Resources, Finance, and
Counties, Cities, and Towns.

Matt Lohr is a life-long resident of Rockingham County. He was born and raised on a designated "Century Farm,"
meaning the land has been in his family for over 100 years. Matt graduated from Broadway High School where he was
very active in the FFA organization. In 1990, Matt served as the state FFA president and in 1991 was national FFA vice
president. During his years of service, he deferred college and traveled the country representing the 400,000 members
nationwide.

After graduating from Virginia Tech in 1995 with a degree in agricultural education, he returned back to his roots. Matt,
along with his wife Andrea, joined his family's farming operation and immediately got involved in serving his community.
In 1996, his family won the Harrisonburg-Rockingham County Farm Stewardship Award.

Matt also spent two years teaching Agricultural Science in Shenandoah County and Andrea spent four years teaching
Agricultural Science in Rockingham County. In May of 2005, Andrea graduated from JMU with a master's degree in
school counseling.

Throughout the years, Matt has worked diligently to serve others and make his community a better place. He served as
president of the Broadway-Timberville Ruritan Club, served as president of the Rockingham County Farm Bureau twice,
chaired the Rockingham County Planning Commission, and most recently chaired the Rockingham County School
Board. Matt and his family are also active members and leaders at Harrisonburg Baptist Church.

Matt and Andrea have two children: Caroline Belle, born in 2001 and Carson Jacob, who was born in 2005.

About the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services is responsible for over 60 laws and more than 70 regudstigne
consumer protection and the promotion of agriculture. It is part of the Agriculture and Forestry Secretariat and orgamiped imits
the Commissioner's Office, Division of Animal and Food Industry Services (AFIS), Division of Consumer Protection, andoDiV

Marketing. The Agency consists of over 500 employees in offices throughout Virginia and in Hong Kong.

rel

sio

5




WWW.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org 540-343-3513
Legislatively Speaking
Observations upon Attending the Virginia Agribusiness 2010 National Policy Issues Meeting
By Virginia Carroll
Recently, on your behalf, | was among the council members and guests attending the Virginia
Agri business Council 6s National Policy Devel opmer
guote from Lorene Bl ackwelll, President, Virginpgia
was informative, educational, and enlightening. o
vitally important our relationship with other agricultural groups truly is. As | sat and listened to one
expert after another from law firms, state and national agencies, and our own Virginia Agribusiness
Council, address the focus issues as part of that very informative session, it reaffirmed how very
important those groups and the resources they provide are to our own VCTGA.
Updates were shared on ever-changing policies focusing on four critical issues facing our
agribusiness industry:
| 6d |li ke to share couple of quick notes and obser
In the area of Estate Tax, Attorneys Dennis Belcher (originally a farm boy) and Steve Horton, both
from McGuire Woods, LLP, presented the current A
estate law and how it impacts Virginia. This state of confusion makes it a tremendous challenge for
those landowners and farmers trying to plan estates.
e
In the area of Pesticides, Lisa Fleeson, Virginia
Office of Pesticide Services and Beau
) WESTERN MAINE NURSERIES Greenwood, CropLife America, provided updates
Conifers & Woody Ornamentals focusing on t hr ee Apotlent
STNCE 1923 result of EPA actions. The EPA is currently on a
Areeval uati on schedul eo | ocC
issues: pesticide residue, pesticide spray drift,
and Atrazine. We continpue
E based approach to responsible use and
4 application of pesticides.
We propagate millions Katie Frazier from the Virginia Agribusiness
of trees and care for | concil led the presentation on Chesapeake
hundreds of satisfied Bay/Water Quality. With political changes and
customers everyyear. |t he emerging Obama figame
To join the hundreds of customers curren t l\ y rel ea st ng n-e|w |
ho anpreciate hardv. deep-roored | C P €N1 NGO T eg_ul ations and 1
who appreciate hardy, deef
3 (Senator and Representative, respectively) Bay
transplants and seedlings backed by leqislation is sti )
o egislation is still on the table which would expand
an 80-plus year tradition of great 2 . .
oo & significantly expand EPA authority. According to
SCrvice, just C:l” us t()ll-frcc at F raz | er ’ we 6 r e s t | I I a wla | t
LA N : 1.800.447.4745 Chesapeake Bay Model and the plans of our own
’ \ \ governor6s administratipn.
(Continued on page 7)
1.800.447.4745 » www.wmnurseries.com
4 Nurserv Lane. Frvebura. Maine 04037
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(Continued from page 6)

Speaking on Immigration Reform, Frank
Gasperini, leader of the National Council of
Agricul tur al Empl oyer §
betkway 6 of the | atest
facing agricultural employers. We, as a part of
the Virginia Agribusiness community, are
supporting the implementation of polices for
the agribusiness industry that create a skilled,
affordable, and accessible workforce,
including legal foreign workers and protect
businesses acting in good faith to comply with
feder al | aws. Ther edr ¢
being addressed, so we need to keep
informed as changes continue to unfold on
the political landscape which impact the
guidelines, regulations, and laws which affect
our industry.

We, the VCTGA, would not have the
resources to assemble a panel of that caliber
and provide a forum for the sharing of
information and the discussion. We are
fortunate to be a part of The Virginia
Agribusiness Council, as well as other groups,
such as the Virginia Green Industry Council |
(VGIC), and to thereby increase our voice
through the larger agricultural community. The
pooling and combining of our numbers and our
resources greatly impacts how well we are
able to get our message out and keep our
industry and the issues facing it in the
foreground. With the input of its partners, the
VAC develops, implements, and lobbies on
critical issues reflecting the needs and best
i nterests of i ts agr.i
fgood thingo and | 6m
is a part of this very influential larger group.

-

(|
774 ..

o

$

T

CALL FOR OUR COMPLETE PRODUCT CATALOG

TITEL /7. 8

www.treeteck.com

MANUFACTURER OF THE PATENTED
BENEKE ROTARY PRUNER WANDS

Now Serving All Sheerlund Rotary Pruner Customers

Beneke Rolan Prmes| | Experience

AII";NEW' 4‘_ the EZE . ..

Electric USE Drilled Trees!

with Lightweight, We have the
Hi-Torque, PERFECT Stand
Energy For your
Efficient PERFECT T rcc

MOtOf' ' 4 ’ Low

Maintenance

+ Available

with ECHO or

%, TANAKA Engine

' One Pruner Does
the Entire Tree

-800-477-8637

SOUTHERN CHRISTMAS TREE
NURSERY

Bill and Sara Murray
3452 Pateville Road
Cordele, Georgia 31015
229-273-5748

Leyland cypress, Naylors Blue, Silver Dust,
Castlewellon Gold, Blue Ice, Burkii,
Carolina Sapphire, Murray Cypress,

and Red Cedar
Liners, Gallons and some 3 Gallons

Call us for Quality Professionally Grown Plants
We Ship UPS

We furnish information on cultural practices
to our customers free
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6 Reasons to Show Your Support Now!

In spite of the recession, bad economic news and attacks from many angles, farm-grown Christmas
Tree purchases held steady in 2009. This is no accident - NCTA has invested a ton of effort and
voluntary dollars over the years to build up credibility with traditional news media and consumers.

This collective effort is funded entirely from voluntary contributions; there are no dues or
checkoff dollars supporting these marketing efforts.

It's critical that NCTA continue to fund key promotions programs in order to remain the "voice of the
industry.” You can make a difference for the industry and your business by submitting your 2010
pledge or contribution today.

Already made your commitment for 2010? Then be sure to pass this message along to another
grower or retailer who you feel can benefit from the work that NCTA is doing.

1) White House Christmas Tree

1 Each year, consumers are able to see, hear and read about a Real Christmas Tree going into the
White House, right at the busiest time of year for our industry.

1 In 2009, more than 70 million viewers saw stories on the White House Tree. (This was local and
network TV stations only; did not include the HGTV special.)

Nielsen estimates the PR dollar value of this coverage at more than $8.5 million; NCTA spends just
$2,000-$5,000 annually on this program.

2) Media Relations

1 NCTA has become the source of information about the Christmas Tree industry, receiving more
than 700 calls and e-mails annually from news media around the world.

1 It only takes one negative news story during the holiday season to make an impact. By
monitoring news during the busy season, NCTA can help to put out fires before they spread, whether
the topic is prices, allergies, mold, holiday safety or drought.

1 NCTA creates tools to ensure industry members can speak comfortably to the media. In 2009,
hundreds of members visited the Online Marketing Tool Kit and downloaded these materials.

In 2010, we have a great story to share with the 500th anniversary of the first decorated Christmas
Tree (recorded in 1510 in Riga, Latvia). Programs are being developed, but will we have the funding
to make this a global celebration?

3) Holiday Safety

TV stations continue to run so-called "news stories” showing burning Christmas Trees. NCTA
continues to combat this misinformation, as well as monitoring fire codes that could negatively
impact the industry.

(Continued on page 18)
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VNLA Executive Director Recognized for 25 Years of Service

Jeff Miller, VCTGA Treasurer and VNLA
Executive Director since 1985, was
recognized for his 25 years of service to
the VNLA as executive director. He started
as the executive director on a part-time
basis and went to full-time in 2001. Prior to
that, Jeff had served on the VNLA board
(t hen t he Vi
Association) and as VNA President in
1983.

He is one of the authors of the original
VNLA Certification manual and was one of
the original founders of the VNA
Horticulture Research Foundation when

five board members (Ennion Williams, Jeff

Miller, Michael Ferrara, Bob

rgini

[N—

Jeit Miller
2.6‘2:.1-!;

s s T
——

Mark Maslow, VNLA Vice President, presents Jeff Miller with a plaque in recognition of
his 25 years of services as the VNLA Executive Director

Papetti, and John Machen Sr) each
contributed $200 to start the
permanent research endowment.

HARTIKKA TREE FARMS

The first year as executive director,
he worked with Wayne Sawyer to
setup the first summer trade which
was held at the Virginia Beach

Convention Center with 96
exhibitors.

Jeff bs associati.
fiindi vidual s and

a lot more accomplished effectively
when they pool their resources and
knowledge to work on common

goal s and issues
The Mi ssi on of 1
enhance and pro
nursery and | and:

Transplants

Fir Spruce Pine
Fraser Blue White
Canaan White
Douglas Meyer
Concolor Serbian
Grand Norway =
Korean Oriental “Power Plug
Blue Balsam  Black Hill Transplants

Bracted Balsam

Over 30 Years Nursery Experience
*Containerized & Bareroot*

860-376-2351

262 Wylie School Road, Voluntown, CT 06384
800-508-5099 Fax: 860-376-8963

www.treeman2.com







