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Presidents Message  
By Virginia Carroll 

As you read this issue of Pines & Needle, plans are being finalized for our 

2010 Annual meeting in Waynesboro. I encourage you to plan now to attend, 

if you havenôt already done so. There will be topics ranging for viral and vi-

ral marketing to ñCanaan Fir- The Good, the Bad, & the Uglyò. Take a 

closer look in this issue to read more about what will be offered this year in 

terms of programming. Iôm extremely pleased that member and award win-

ning grower Joe Freeman has agreed to be with us as a speaker and as the 

leader of this yearôs ñhands onò participatory Wreathe Workshop. Joe is 

hosting our national growers this summer as Christmas tree growers from all 

over the country come to North Carolina. Iôm also pleased to share that Dr. 

Alex White will be returning as a speaker. In addition, weôll host, for the 

first time the VDACS Plant Pathologist, Dr. Norman Dart. 

During the course of the meeting, weôll also be reviewing some of the information from our initial Strategic plan-

ning session and looking ahead at some marketing initiatives which are underway. Weôre working to connect bet-

ter with our support team at VDACS and to use the programs already in place, Virginia Grown and Virginiaôs 

Finest, and the ñBuy Fresh- Buy Localò to better promote our products, our farms, and our industry here in Vir-

ginia. Weôve applied for a grant to help with marketing initiatives and hope to have received word on this prior to 

the annual meeting. In any case, youôll be gearing more about this in the coming weeks. 

In addition to the meeting program, there will also be field trip opportunities with nursery tours to the DOF Au-

gusta nursery and Schreckhise Nursery on Thursday evening. State Forester Carl Garrison and our new Commis-

sioner of Agriculture Matt Lohr have both been invited to join us for those Thursday tours and for the barbeque 

dinner which will conclude the evening. 

Friday evening weôve scheduled the annual Awards Night and Banquet to be held at the Waynesboro Country 

Club located close to our meeting site. Weôve invited Secretary Todd Haymore to join us, as well as, Jeff Ishee. 

Many of you may know Jeff as the host of ñVirginia Farmingò, the weekly television agricultural broadcast which 

showcases Virginia farm news, and his radio broadcast ñOn the Farmò. Jeff is a true friend of the Virginia agricul-

tural community and has provided opportunity to tell the story of Virginia Christmas tree farming. You may have 

seen the interview Jeff did with Ronnie Richardson and me last fall. Ronnie did a great job in ñtelling his storyò 

and promoting the very productive segment of the Fraser Fir Christmas tree industry in Virginia. You may recall 

Ronnie was our grand champion winner last year and as such provided the Christmas tree for the Executive Man-

sion. Previously, Jeff has also featured past President Sue Bostic of Joeôs Trees. 

To conclude the meeting, weôre scheduled to visit Franciscoôs Farm for our Saturday Farm Tour. Iôm grateful to 

Bill Francisco for hosting the farm tour and to board member Dave Thomas for helping in lining up this on site 

opportunity for our members. 

So, in closing, I urge you once again, to make plans and reservations to join fellow growers at the Best Western in 

Waynesboro for our annual meeting. Oh, and by the way, donôt forget to select the tree or trees youôll be bringing 

to Waynesboro for the tree contest. And while youôre at it, plan to enter the wreath contest. 

Have a great ñshearing seasonò and I hope to see you all in Waynesboro for the VCTGA 2010 meeting.  
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2010 VCTGA Annual Meeting!   

August 26h ð28th   

Make your Reservations  Now !  

Best Western Waynesboro  

540 -942 -1100  

Be sure to mention VCTGA to 

receive special rates!  

Plan to join us for the 

informational seminars,  

new vendor products,  

Meet fellow growers and 

industry experts  

Look for all the details on page  
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Virginia Tourism Corporation 

Announces New Marketing Tool 

Promote your Farm on Hi Tech 

Kiosks 

 
Several Virginia Welcome Centers and Rest Areas now 
showcase local businesses, restaurants, attractions and 
services on LCD Screens and Touch-Screen Kiosks. The 
high-tech kiosk information system allows you to list your 
business, photos and logos, along with special targeted 
coupons and turn-by-turn directions. 
 
Highway Information Media, LLC, or "HI Media," is the 
multi-media company that powers the new kiosk system 
at Virginia Welcome Centers and Rest Areas. HI Media is 
engaged in a pilot project with the Virginia Tourism Corpo-
ration, and together, we encourage you to learn more 
about this public-private partnership and marketing oppor-
tunity.  
 
To see a Touch-Screen Kiosk Demonstration, go to 
www.himediallc.com/demo/  
 
For more information, contact  Jonathan D.W. Lyle - 
jlyle@himediallc.com 
Phone: 804.677.7444 

http://www.himediallc.com/demo/
mailto:jlyle@himediallc.com
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All Growers Encouraged to Sign up for Virginia Grown 
All VCTGA member farms are encouraged to "sign -up"  

to be listed on the VDACS Virginia Grown Website.  

The Virginia Grown program promotes a 

strong partnership between consumers 

and producers that directs customers to 

your Farm, Farmersõ Market, Pick Your 

Own or other Farm Business.  

Listing on the VDACS Direct Marketing 

website is FREE  

You may access the form on the VDACS website 
and click "forms"  

www.virginiagrown.com  

http://www.virginiagrown.com/
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Waynesboro 

VCTGA Annual Conference 
August 26-28, 2010 

 

Surviving the Present/Predicting the Future  
The òPopcorn Effectó!  

Product   Practices   Promotion   Profit 

Growing a Greener Virginia Grown  Christmas  Tree 
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Thursday Nursery Tours & BBQ 
Nursery Tours 
4:30 Depart on your 

own 
5:00 Department of 

Forestry Augusta Nursery 

Tour 

 
Welcome State Forester Carl Garrison, III 

Commissioner of Agriculture Matt Lohr 
 

5:45 Depart for next stop 

 

6:00 Shreckhise 

Nurseries ï ñPotting 

and Growing 

Evergreensò Tour and 

Demonstrations 

 

Hosts: Danny & Matt Shreckhise 
Grottoes, VA 

 

Barbeque Dinner at 

Shreckhise Nurseries 

Serving begins at 6:45 

BBQ dinner - $15 

 

Hotel Reservations  

Best Western Inn Waynesboro Inn & 
Suites Conference Center  

 
109 Apple Tree Ln      

(I -64 Exit 94) 
Waynesboro, VA  22980 

540-942-1100 
www.bwwaynesboro.com 

 
Ask for VCTGA 

special rates 

Hotel Reservation Deadline: 7/26/10  
Deluxe Room (single or double occupancy) $74.99 
Suites (single or double occupancy) $84.99 
 Triple or Quad Occupancy @ $10 per 
additional guest 

Saturday Farm Field Trip 
 

Tour 
Francisco 
Farmõs 

Bill Francisco, host 
Staunton  

 

8:30 am Depart on 
your own 

 

9:00 am - Demonstrations and talks 

      Eric Day, Kyle Peer, & Norm Dart will all be 
on site to discuss insects, diseases, and pests 

Equipment displays 
and demonstrations 

Noon 
Box Lunches  ($10) 
by Mrs. Roweõs 

Restaurant 

 

Hotel Directions  
Directions - I-64 Exit 94. Coming from the east or west: at 
the top of the ramp, turn right onto Route 340 (Rosser Avenue). 
Follow Route 340 to the second stop light; turn left onto Lew 
Dewitt Boulevard. Follow Lew Dewitt Boulevard to the next 
stop light; turn left onto Apple Tree Lane. Continue on Apple 
Tree Lane to the Best Western Waynesboro Inn and Suites 
Conference Center. (kind of òsnakesó around) 

 

Thanks to the Supporters! 

The VCTGA wishes to express its thanks to 
all our Sponsors, Speakers, and Exhibitors! 

Program and timetable  
are subject to change 


