
P
in

e
s
 &

 N
e
e
d
le

s
 

F
a

ll 2
0

0
9

 

 E
d

itio
n

 

w
w

w
.V

irg
in

ia
C

h
ris

tm
a
s
T
re

e
s
.o

rg
 

3
 
P
r
e
s
i
d
e
n
t
ô
s
 
M
e
s
s
a
g
e

 
9

 
C

a
p

tu
rin

g
 th

e
 B

e
s

t M
o

m
e

n
ts

 
2

0
 

V
irg

in
ia

 A
g

rib
u

s
in

e
s
s

 C
o

u
n

c
il 

4
 

T
re

e
s

 F
o

r T
ro

o
s

 
1

1
 

F
a
rm

 T
ra

n
s
itio

n
 W

o
rk

s
h

o
p

 
2

1
 

N
e
w

 P
la

n
t P

a
th

o
lo

g
is

t 

6
 

2
0

0
9

 T
re

e
 &

 W
re

a
th

 C
o

n
te

s
t W

in
n

e
rs

 
1

2
 

S
c

e
n

e
s

 fro
m

 2
0

0
9
 V

C
T

G
A

 A
n

n
a
l M

e
e

tin
g

 
 

 

7
 

N
e
w

 V
irg

in
ia

 G
ro

w
  W

e
b

s
ite

 
1

7
 
V
i
r
g
i
n
i
a
ô
s
 
F
i
n
e
s
t
 
W
o
r
k
i
n
g
 
F
o
r
 
Y
o
u

 
 

 

In
 T

h
is

 Is
s
u
e
: 





WWW.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org   540-343-8284 

3 

First of all, Iôd like to thank you for electing me to serve as the 

president of VCTGA. I greatly-appreciated the support and good 

wishes expressed by many of you, not just for me, but for all our 

officers, board members, staff, and indeed, our association and 

our industry at our annual meeting. Itôs a great time to be a 

Christmas tree grower in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

At our recent first board meeting, I was struck by what a 

tremendous product we have to grow and sell. This iconic ñgreen 

cropò is good for the environment, visually-appealing, improving 

the landscapes of rural areas in each geographic region of the 

state. At that meeting, we acknowledged the 20 year anniversary 

of the Virginia Finest program. Some of you may have participated 

in the process and have been awarded the distinction of Virginiaôs Finest. Whether or not you took part 

in that program, we are all part of the ñVirginia Grownò campaign. Every tree you place in the ground is 

a renewed affirmation of your participation in the Virginia Grown program! 

So, as we ready our farms, plan for promotion, and make arrangements for buyers and transportation, 

weôre all part of this anticipatory time that leads us up to our selling season- the one and only time of 

the year when the public embraces and buys our product. It strikes me what a great product we have! 

Itôs green, benefitting the air and the rural landscape 

It promotes the best of holiday traditions 

Itôs one of the few Buy Fresh Buy Local products available during December 

 Itôs Virginia Grown 

   Itôs renewable and biodegradable after the season 

Last year we didnôt know what to expect when it came to sales during a down turned economy. Some 

of us were pleasantly surprised that a tree was one of the things many consumers were not ready to 

give up when it came to their holiday observances. 

Iôm hoping that trend will help carry us through the 

season again this year. Once again the economy 

could be better, but Christmas remains Christmas. 

As families pare down on spending, perhaps our 

sales could benefit by those choosing to celebrate 

with a ñstay at homeò or ñcloser to homeò Christmas 

with all the trimmings. I donôt know about you, but 

Iôm optimistic about the season and its prospects; so 

be ready. Christmas will be here before you know it. 

ñItôs the most wonderful time of the year!ò 

Presidents Message  
By Virginia Carroll 

Please renew your VCTGA 

Membership for 2010! 

Visit the VCTGA website 

today for more information 

and registration forms! 

www.virginiachristmastrees.org 
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The Virginia Christmas Tree Growers Association is playing a major role in the Trees For Troops 
Program again this year. We have a goal of 700 trees statewide with pickup at 4 locations. Please 
consider donating trees at one of these locations. All you need to do is e-mail or call the contact with the 
number of trees you plan to donate. The pickup site coordinators will have a range of dates the trees 
will be picked up and by mid November, should have a firm date. We anticipate pickup will be the first 
week in December. You will want to plan your delivery of trees to their location based on the FedEx 
pickup date. Tree tags will be provided to the pickup site coordinators to attach to the trees. These tags 
can be used to write a special message to a military family by you or your customers. If you have any 
questions, please call or e-mail John Carroll at claybrookefarm@verizon.net  (540) 967-1076 

 

  

Specifications for the trees are as follows:  

1) Trees that will ship well such as white pine, scotch pine, Douglas fir, Fraser and Canaan fir, and of 
good quality   

2) Height 5-8'   

3) All trees need to be netted or baled for shipping 

 Pickup Locations 

 Mount Rogers Area  

Christmas Tree Growers Association 
Whitetop, Va 24292  
Contact: John Rosser 
JFRosserSL@aol.com 

(336) 230-0922 
   

Willow Springs Tree Farm 
3000 Peppers Ferry Road 
Radford, Va 24141 
Contact: Greg Miller 
greg@WillowSprings.com 

(888) 731-3300 
  

 Valley Star Farms  
1140 Springfield Road 
 Luray, Va 22835 
Contact: Dave Thomas 
valleystar@embarqmail.com 

(540) 860-8040 
  

 Claybrooke Farm 
912 Elk Creek Road 
Mineral, Va 23117 
Contact: John Carroll 
claybrookefarm@verizon.net 

(540) 967-1076 
cell (540) 872-8026 

mailto:claybrookefarm@verizon.net
mailto:JFRosserSL@aol.com
mailto:greg@WillowSprings.com
mailto:valleystar@embarqmail.com
mailto:claybrookefarm@verizon.net
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Special Thanks to the 2009 

VCTGA Annual Meeting 

Exhibitors  

Alleghany Christmas Tree Association 

Canby Insurance Agency 

Craig County Farm Bureau 

Crop Production Services 

Farm Credit of the Virginias 

Hudler Christmas Tree Farm 

May Tree Enterprises 

Mountain Products  

Power Zone 

Southern Christmas Trees 

Strathmeyer Forests 

Tidewater Power Supply 

Tim Mitchells Yule Stand System 

Wagonerôs Fraser Knoll 

VDACS 

Virginia Tech Department of 

Entomology 

Extension Service 
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2009 VCTGA Christmas 

Tree and Wreath Contest 

2009 Grand Champion Christmas Tree 

Winner Rodney Richardson 

Steve Rhoades won 

Grand Champion 

with this entry in the 

Wreath Contest 

 
Fraser Fir 
1st  Rodney Richardson 
2nd  Joe Freeman 
3rd John & Virginia 
Carroll 
 
White Pine 
1st  Dave Thomas 
2nd John & Virginia 
Carroll 
3rd Tom OôHalloran 
 

 
Spruce 
1st  Dave Thomas 
2nd Tom OôHalloran 
 
Undecorated Wreath 
1st Steve Rhoades 
2nd Donna OôHalloran 
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The Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services (VDACS) has launched a new interactive Web 
site that enables consumers to find Virginia Grown 
Christmas trees, nursery items, fruits, vegetables and 
more in any area of the state with a couple of clicks of the 
mouse.  The new site, www.virginiagrown.com, replaces a 
site that has been in use for years but was not interactive. 

  

Itôs now easier than ever to locate Virginia Christmas tree farms.  From the homepage, click on ñBuy 
Virginia Grownò and then select ñChristmas Trees, Horticulture and Nursery Items.ò  Buyers can search 
for Virginia Christmas trees by farm name, Christmas tree type, as well as by geographic location.  
There is even a mapping function that provides users with detailed directions to a farm. 

 

The benefits for consumers are obvious: itôs a fast and easy way to locate Virginia products, including 
Christmas trees, at a variety of outlets. But it also benefits farmers by allowing them to post their 
products and services on a site that is used extensively by residents and visitors alike to find places 
where they can buy Virginia Grown farm products. Farmers may now update or add their listings 
seasonally with a new online form.  Look for ñAdd or Update Your Listingò under the ñMost Requestedò 
segment on www.virginiagrown.com .  

 

There has never been a better time to promote 
your business as ñlocalò.  It seems everyone is 
interested in buying local and the Virginia Grown 
banner lets customers know they are not only 
supporting Virginia agriculture, but also buying 
the freshest products available. Check out the 
Virginia Grown Point of Sale materials available 
on www.virginiagrown.com under ñMedia 
Center.ò 

 
The new Virginia Grown Web site was funded by 
a federal Specialty Crop Block Grant and 
promotes specialty crops as well as other farm 
products.     

New Interactive Virginia Grown 

Website Launched 

http://www.virginiagrown.com/
http://www.virginiagrown.com/
http://www.virginiagrown.com/
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