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There is a great danger in being a Christmas tree 

farmer during the winter months.  Too much time 

to think and ponder things is what I am talking 

about.  Of course most of this time in my case is 

spent either playing old time music or building 

banjos out of assorted objects gleaned from the 

many antique and junk stores located where I live 

in the Blue Ridge Mountains.  When I am doing 

something creative, like making a banjo with my 

hands, there is never enough time to go around 

and it certainly is not wasted.   When I am 

spending time with my music, my skills slowly 

improve and every now and then I find a way to 

put some words and a few notes together and, lo 

and behold, come up with a new tune or song.  At 

the very least, I sometimes find a better and more 

pleasing way of playing some of the old tunes.   

Now this use of the time in those evenings 

stretched long by the extended darkness is not 

what I am talking about as being dangerous.  Itôs 

the pondering and thinking that gets me into 

trouble. 

It is only natural to sit back and reflect on the 

things that matter to you during these 

introspective thought sessions and this is where 

the trouble comes from.  As my 6 year term as a 

member of the board of this organization draws to 

a close, I think about  the excitement I felt 20 

years ago when I first joined VCTGA.  I was eager 

to learn all I could about the business that I was 

just starting and knew that by joining 3 Christmas 

tree organizations I would be able to share in the 

knowledge and experience that all the older 

growers seemed to have.  Now I find that I am one 

of those old guys and the excitement of growing 

trees has mostly faded.  I know an awful lot more 

about our industry, I have seen many changes 

develop in the ways we do almost everything, and 

yes it is much easier to grow quality trees than it 

was when I began.  Is this because new 

innovations have occurred that take away some of 

the pressure of tree growing?  Some of this has 

happened of course but I think the real reason of 

my more relaxed attitude is that I have simply 

finally learned how to really produce and sell 

Christmas trees.  I am at once pleased that I no 

longer have to worry so much about my 

profession and I am also eager to teach others 

some of the things that I have learned. 

This is the Christmas tree growing association 

working like it was meant to.  A forum where we 

can learn from others and where we can teach 

others what we have learned the hard way.  Us 

old fellows know that experience is the best 

teacher and it damn sure is the most expensive.  

We also can appreciate the fact that there is a 

new generation of very smart young folks out 

there that can teach us a thing or two about 

growing trees as well.  Particularly the use of new 

tools like the computer, the internet, facebook, 

and the like.  New farm machinery is being 

developed all the time and new innovations can 

make our Job easier and easier.  Many of the 

younger members may have some of this new 

machinery and have the expertise to use it and I 

find that they are usually eager to share this 

knowledge.  It seems to me that if every tree 

grower could realize just what we have here in 

VCTGA, they would want to be a member of our 

association.  Especially if they could only see how 

much fun we have at our annual meeting and 

workshops.  What could be better than learning 

new things, teaching the things that we know best 

and having a fine time while doing all this? 

So, it seems to me that the most important thing 

we can do to keep our association growing is 

getting the word out to other farmers who donôt 

know about the benefits of the association and to 

other folks who just may be considering becoming 

a tree farmer in the future.  This is the reason I 

work so hard on the web site.  This is the reason I 
(Continued on page 16) 

Too Much Time On My Hands  
By Billy Cornette 
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Please renew your VCTGA 

Membership for 2009! 

Visit the VCTGA website 

today for more information 

and registration forms! 

www.virginiachristmastrees.org 

VCTGA Marketing Toolbox 
Get all the information you need for successful 

marketing and advertising of your Christmas Tree 

business.  The more you know, the faster youôll grow! 

Members $40   Non-Members $50 
 

 

 

 

Contact Jeanie Francis to order your copy today! 

Email Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org  

Or call 540-343-8284 

The terms of the VCTGA president, vice president, 
and three of the directors on the board of directors 
expire this year.  Elections to fill those positions will 
be held at the annual meeting of the VCTGA in 
Blacksburg, VA this August.  If you are willing to 
serve in any of these positions, or have questions 
about serving, please contact Steve Rhoades at 
(410) 326-0604 or sarhoades1@juno.com.  If you 
know of someone who you think might be interested 
and would be a good candidate, please give me 
their name, and I will contact them.  Board meetings 
are now generally conducted via a one-hour 
conference call, so no traveling is necessary to be 
involved as an officer or director! 

There continue to be several good reasons to serve 
as an officer or director.  First, it is an opportunity to 
help the VCTGA continue providing the numerous 
benefits each of us enjoy.  Second, serving as an 
officer or director gives you the opportunity to be 
directly involved in decision making and push for 
changes that you think would improve the 
association.  Third, serving on the board would 
provide you a first-hand look at how your association 
functions.  For example, you would see how efforts 
are made to manage costs, how the annual meeting 
is planned and organized, how the VCTGA seeks 
support from state agencies and private 
organizations, and how efforts are made to enhance 
benefits to members given our budget constraints. 

The board usually meets via conference call (no 
traveling!!) three or four times a year, and a board 
meeting takes place at the VCTGA annual meeting 
in August.    

CALL FOR CANDIDATES 

mailto:sarhoades1@juno.com
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The Christmas tree industry has been exploring a 
Check-Off program to better promote Real Trees 
for a number of years. A recent meeting of the 
NCTA Board promises to make this program a 
reality. 

A Check-Off is a legal entity overseen by the  
U. S. Department of Agriculture and is specifically 
for producers of agricultural products. The 
producers design the various facets of the  
program and a producer board oversees the 
operation  and the disbursements of funds for 
promotion and research. A vote of the producers 
is required and most likely a delayed referendum 
will be selected to give our industry a chance to 
see what the program is like. 
 

The details for the Check-Off program the NCTA 
Board of Directors voted to supported are as 
follows: 

The proposed assessment rate would be $0.15 
per harvested tree. 

The proposed exemption level is harvested 
trees less than 500. (In other words, if you 
harvested 499 tree or less during the 
season you would not have to pay the 
assessment.) 

Imports would have no exemption level. 

A separate, independent board will be formed 
with representation proportionate to 
production. 

The proposed referendum of growers will be 
delayed to give the industry a chance to 
see what the program is like. 

Each company that is subject to the 
assessment will have one vote in the 
referendum. 

Because of the proposed referendum, there 
will be two to three years of temporary 
refunds made to those who request it up to 
10 % of revenues collected, prorated if 
there is more demand than money. 

If the industry is not satisfied, it can vote 
against the check-off; or if the check off is 
already installed, it can be brought to 
another referendum by the request of 10% 

of those who are subject to and have paid 
the assessment. 

There will be referendums every five years 
following the initial referendum. 

OK what does all of this mean and how will it 
affect producers, research, and markets in 
Virginia? A $0.15 assessment rate would generate 
about 3-4 million dollars nationally to be used for 
promotion and research. That is over ten times the 
amount that has been given voluntarily through 
the Real Tree or similar programs for the 
promotion of real trees. 

Ten percent of the funds will be set aside for 
Christmas tree research, which is a real need in 
our industry. Initiatives like species trials, genetics, 
equipment, insect and disease problems could 
receive some much needed funding. There will 
most likely be a set aside of ten percent of the 
funds generated in each state that would be 
available through grants from the Check-Off 
Board. 

(Continued on page 9) 

NCTA Board of Directors Supports Check-Off Program  

By John Carroll 
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Virginia Delegate Beverly J. Sherwood of Frederick County has been named 

the Distinguished Friend of Agribusiness for 2009 by the Virginia 

Agribusiness Council. 

The award was presented at the Virginia Agribusiness Councilôs 38
th
 Annual 

Appreciation Banquet on January 15 at the Arthur Ashe Center in Richmond. 

Delegate Sherwood represents the 29
th
 House district which consists of the City of Winchester and part 

of Frederick County. She was first elected to the Virginia House of Delegates in November 1993 and 

currently serves as chair of the Militia, Police and Public Safety Committee and as a member of the 

Appropriations; Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources; and Rules Committees.  A former 

member of the Frederick County Board of Supervisors and Frederick County Planning Commission, 

Sherwood holds the distinction of the most senior female legislator in the Virginia House of Delegates. 

ñDelegate Sherwoodôs interest in farming, forestry, and rural issues comes naturally as she and her 

husband earned their livelihood from the land, growing timber and raising Christmas trees,ò said Donna 

Pugh Johnson, president of the Virginia Agribusiness Council. ñHer background has given her an 

exceptional understanding of the impact of legislation on our industry and rural Virginia.ò 

Delegate Beverly Sherwood Named 

2009 Distinguished Friend of Agribusiness 
Frederick County Legislator Honored for Unwavering Support of State Farming and Forestry 
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2009 NCTA Convention &  Trade Show  
Saturday Farm Tours  
August  12 - 15, 2009  

Chattanooga, TN  

Get on Board for a Great Meeting  

The 2009 NCTA Convention & Trade Show  is rolling into Chattanooga, Tenn. , giving you a chance to 

explore the unique farms of the Southeast.  Mark your calendars for Aug. 12 - 15, 2009 , and begin making 

plans to attend.  

For the latest details and updates, be sure to visit www.christmastree.org/convention09.cfm or contact us at 

636/449 -5070.  

Hope to see you in Chattanooga!  

Get on Board for Farm Tours  

The Saturday Farm Tours are always a highlight of the Annual Convention, offering attendees  the 

opportunity to explore area farms and learn new tips and tools to take home to their businesses.  

The Tennessee Christmas Tree Growers Association and Southern Christmas Tree Association have two great 

farm tours planned for this  year. All tours take place on Saturday, Aug. 15, and include lunch and 

transportation. Tour prices will be released with registration information in the coming weeks.  

Tourin' Tennessee   

Select this tour and you'll be welcomed to ARCY Acres Christmas Tree Farm & Nursery, a 74 -acre farm 

located on a 2,000 - foot elevation on the southern edge of the Cumberland Plateau. The family -owned farm 

has grown in recent years from a Choose & Cut farm to a nearly year - round agritourism destination, offering 

a nursery and garden center facility, handmade wreaths and centerpieces, school and group tours, a gift 

shop and a hobby store specializing in model railroad items. A large part of the farm's research efforts have 

included experimenting with exotic varieties. Owner and TCTGA President Art Landrigan will show how his 

farm is trying to expand the offerings for consumers and growers throughout Tennessee. In addition to 

Choose & Cut, pre -cut, balled & burlapped and tabletop trees, customers can find a variety of plants, flowers 

and vegetables. In 2007, ARCY Acres was fortunate to obtain Crossville's only certified Jackson & Perkins 

Rose Independent Garden Center status for the growth of the world renowned 'Jackson & Perkins' line of 

beautiful Roses.   

This tour will include a stop at the Cookie Jar Cafe -  but don't let its simple name mislead you. Along with 

great food, the cafe offers magnificent view of the mountains, a petting zoo, dairy farm tours, hayrides and a 

corn maze.  

Alabama Adventure  

Hop on board this tour and you'll head southwest for an extensive tour and educational sessions at 

Thornhill Christmas Tree Farm , owned and operated by Webb and Joy Thornhill. Attendees on this tour 

will view the Thornhill' line production operation in their specially designed greenhouses, now producing 

more than 15,000 one -gallon liners for planting. Webb will share his tips for proper gathering and 

preparation of cuttings, irrigation techniques and more, and attendees will have the chance to learn about 

the farm's production of living Christmas Trees and cultural practices for Southern species. Then, hop aboard 

the Thornhill Express, the farm's 60 - foot train, to explore the fields of award -winning trees and view the 

hand -carved Nativity scene. The learning doesn't stop as experts from Mississippi State University will share 

their research on soil analysis and sampling, and local growers will provide a tree -staking demonstration. Or, 

you can just relax in a rocking chair on the porch of the Tree House with a glass of cold lemonade.  

This tour will include a stop at the Unclaimed Baggage Center  in Scottsboro, Ala., the only store in the 

country that sells unclaimed baggage from airlines. This 40,000 sq. ft. building stocks more than 7,000 items 

daily, just waiting for you to dig through for your "hidden treasure." You just might be amazed at what you 

find!  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102532875503&s=10640&e=001QNc0oZ2pXVD-jsQgf0WmLqY-NcJvcIkGUyzc_pBrEQlOn1tLeDT1S_l9lGGMPgD_vKjWCXFtC7HDmwoeJxt4h_0PsTLqRNWkvQxGj3bFnAN-Un2FGu7-4g0P1zIOjKc4d9UAPhy6Spv5vlvP7aPOwQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102532875503&s=10640&e=001QNc0oZ2pXVDKH9gY7Tuffqv3bhOM_n-FmGIvlVFbQhiX4-QUiLESKc-qLvqkgED9X5eBGCUFS-o7Fe4-PAtbpG8gYTyGdEKoWlW1t0Dnp3QnqqWONqbJC-hMjQnjTyX6aOrwIkyK5Tg=
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102532875503&s=10640&e=001QNc0oZ2pXVBpF3nBxOBnxSORbzPE97ZRRZ_5a7eYtdGdwSEcvyebNhhuHPe7zKT9oX3bdFnrQcd9HHtNwNADiBY1PL3Lq2pC7b6mhYIGMRslE1rB8tx8Xw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102532875503&s=10640&e=001QNc0oZ2pXVDPy-HWdwEbROHLZFIxFUgRSfY-Fr6ORZ-nbdXsREwXQTiEkz-anyJKGQFienpHox2deoVaDah-k8UYuqa-dDgMCinML9YM-9c4shcRSjWlAVUUoo0FS3qyHJxZcMpkqyCo3Tg6K5yGZ15HfWjccPxa
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102532875503&s=10640&e=001QNc0oZ2pXVA5YSqL26uHiJeHqrQ7SOqi4Jz1gui1sgIW0eFLvqiECbycBS9fPpfRN2kFpBE7MPtLX7BjHCjFOFd9xSWRxgbtefRC5H6Id9k92yF8w_jA3Tqp11W901A2
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Happy Birthday 

VCTGA 

 

 

50th
The Virginia Christmas Tree 

Growers Association was formed 

in 1959 and has been helping tree 

farmers  and the Christmas tree 

industry for 50 years! 

According to the Census of Agriculture 2007, 
Virginia harvested 313,710 Christmas trees 
which would generate about $47,000 in Check-
Off funds. I think this number is low and 
unfortunately is a result of not or under reporting 
production to USDA for the Census of Agriculture 
surveys we get each year. Our production 
numbers in Virginia have been declining for 
some time and I believe this Check-Off program 
will give us an opportunity to stabilize our 
industry and capture some additional market for 
our products.  

If you have questions about the Check-Off 
program, how it will affect you or other concerns 
for our industry, please e-mail or give me a call. 
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as 
your representative to the National Christmas 
Tree Association Board of Directors.  
 

John Carroll  
claybrookefarm@verizon.net   
540-872-3817 

Check-Off Program (Continued from page 5) 


