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SUPPLIES + EQUIPMENT

We select and offer the
best-working products!

Balers & Netting

Wreath-making
supplies

Shakers
Tree stands
Tags
Banners

Shearing machines

Removal bags
& more

As experienced
growers and
retailers, we can
help you select
products for a more
productive and
profitable business.

Contact us today!

www.fraserknoll.com
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Scotch Pine, A Tree Most Growers Love to Hate

By Tommy Naylor

With all the many tree species many growers try
to include in their inventory it seems the Scotch
pine is the most unruly, uncooperative and
perhaps the most cantankerous tree to whip into a
Christmas tree. To put it bluntly, it simply does not
want to be a Christmas tree. If this tree could talk
back to you it would probably lay a good cussing
on you, not to mention the cantankerous attitude it
has.

While | was in the field very early one recent
morning, | saw these rascals that needed a trim
up. Much to my dismay they did not want to
cooperate in terms of sculpting out a nice tree
come December. What few | have and it is good
only a few, they are still very small, planted three
or more years ago. Some are so tight that they
could pass for Helleri or Compacta holly in the
landscape. Others are too loose to make a tree
and still a tree here and there might make the
grade someday. The trunks on some of these are
so large they would pass for bonsai. Maybe |
should call in the local radio station to the buy, sell
and trade show to see if | could sell some of these
for bonsai plants. | bet | could find some one who
loves the art of bonsai that it may be possible.

Granted these trees are not native to America but
come to us from Scotland, England and the
mountains in France and Spain. Yet the Scotch
pine has and air of its own. It makes a great
looking landscape tree where it is made into
topiaries, and poodle form plants that commands
a high price. Its color being a deep green to bluish
tints propels this to make a Christmas tree but this
where this niceness of this tree comes to an end.
Many years of genetic improvement has carried
this tree to popularity mainly in Michigan and
Pennsylvania but when the Fraser fir made the
scene, many fields of Scotch pine were destroyed
in these states where the demand dropped
drastically. Growing this tree in the South is
almost an impossibility unless you live in the
higher terrain. It will not behave in the piedmont
and much less so in the coastal plain. However,
there is some possibility that the right tree for the
right climatic zone may do well in these areas.
The trees | have came from Pennsylvania and
from the Virginia DOF. Surprisingly, the Virginia

source looks quite good
for the time being. The
source | now hinge my last
hopes on for a scotch pine
in flatter terrain is the 'East
Anglia' variety. My source
for these was Carino's
Nursery in Indiana,
Pennsylvania. The
seedlings | received were
of good quality and potted
them in a true one gallon pot. The trunks are
straight, good green color although the needles
are little longer than French or Spanish varieties.
What makes this variety unique is that it is good to
zone 8- coastal plain climate. As with Virginia pine
all scotch pine is subject to Nantucket pine tip
moth. With proper treatment, this problem can be
minimized. The 'East Anglia variety is perhaps the
best choice for piedmont and coastal plain tree
growers.

A grower friend of mine in Wake County near
Raleigh has been growing Scotch pine for a
number of years and has had his share of
problems. Finally, Bobby got a tree to six or seven
feet and sold it one recent sale season. | supply
Bobby with container Scotch pine and the 'East
Anglia’ variety is what he is banking to get more
available for sale. During the time of growing
Scotch pine, Bobby tried in vain to get Dr. John
Frampton at NC State to get some genetic
improvements for this tree. Of course, Dr
Frampton found this amusing with all the problems
associated with Scotch and of course what
monies are available are geared toward Fraser fir
improvements for the mountain growers and white
pine and Virginia pine for the eastern growers.
Nevertheless Bobby is still trying to produce the
finest Scotch pine he can.

Given the unruly, bad behavioral attitude this tree
is capable of displaying, don't discount the positive
side it has as well. | know of someone who talks to
her plants in a loving and caring way. | suppose
when it come to the problematic Scotch pine a
little tender loving care would do little harm to
coax this tree into something it does not want to
be.
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ST Get all the information you need for successful
MANUFACTURER OF THE PATENTED marketing and advertising of your Christmas Tree

BENEKE ROTARY PRUNER WANDS CREEREEIEEEE The more you kno
Now Serving All Sheerlund Rotary Pruner Customers Members $40 Non-Members $50

Beneke Rolal;y Pruners Experience
AlSNEWE @3 the EZE...

i al 0
Electric USE Drilled Trees!
with Lightweight, / We have the
Hi-Torque, PERFECT Stand
Energy ' For your
Efficient /
Motorl/ ' Low
Maintenance
+ Available
with ECHO or )
%, TANAKA Engine . & : :
Y ¥ One Pruner Does | v Contact Jeanie Francis to order your copy today!
the Entire Tree , . Email Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org

1-800-477-8637 Or call 540-343-8284

CALL FOR OUR COMPLETE PRODUCT CATALOG Also Available at the 2009 Annual Meeting!

SOUTHERN CHRISTMAS TREE
NURSERY Please renew your VCTGA
Membership for 2009!

Bill and Sara Murray ) @

3452 Pateville Road ko Visit the VCTGA website ko
Cordgfég%gfslms k9 today for more information )¢l

A and registration forms! i

Leyland cypress, Naylors Blue, Silver Dust, v o _ v
Castlewellon Gold, Blue Ice, Burkii, kof Www.virginiachristmastrees.org Fgf
Carolina Sapphire, Murray Cypress, N0l o

and Red Cedar N NI

Liners, Gallons and some 3 Gallons 1 S

Call us for Quality Professionally Grown Plants ‘gﬁf ‘EI?/
We Ship UPS

We furnish information on cultural practices e Sie
to our CUStomerS free M NG NG NG N NS NG NG NG [N AL [N AL N [N
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2009 VCTGA Annual Meeting

| t 6s jJjust around the c

Join us at our Annual Meeting August 27th, 28th and 29th at the Holiday Inn
University in Blacksburg, Va.

Check out the agenda on pages 9 and 10 and see all the great presentations, speakers and activities
to help make your farm the best it can be!

You can count on seeing your favorite vendor s,
auction, your donations will help make i1t one
highlight!

Make your hotel reservations today: (Be sure to mention VCTGA for discounted rates)

Holiday Inn University

900 Prices Fork Rd Blacksburg, Va 24060
Phone: (540) 552-7001

Web: www.Holiday-Inn.com/blacksburgva

All of the details are on the VCTGA website www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org
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HARTIKKA TREE FARMS

Transplants
Fir  Spruce Pine

Fraser Blue White
Canaan White
Douglas Meyer
Concolor Serbian
Grand Norway Ask about our
Korean Oriental Large “Power Plug”
Nordman Black Hill Transplants
Blue Balsam

Sheet Harbor Balsam

Over 30 Years Nursery Experience
« Containerized & Bareroot «
262 Wylie School Road, Voluntown, CT 06384
860-376-2351 800-508-5099 Fax: 860-376-8963
www.treeman2.com
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2009 VCTGA Christmas Tree and Wreath
Competition

The 2009 Virginia Christmas Tree and Wreath Contests will be held |at the
Hollday Inn, Blacksburg, VA. Trees will be accepted and setup on
Thursday August 27, 2009 from 8am to noon. Judging will begin at|noon
on Thursday, August 27, 2009.

Each Virginia Christmas Tree Association 2009 member in good stgnding
and a prior member in 2008, is eligible to enter up to four trees arnd two
wreaths in the VCTGA Christmas Tree and Wreath Contests.

|

The four Christmas Tree contest classes will be: (A) all firs (B) all pines (C) all spruces an
(D) other species.
The two Wreath contest classes will be (A) Undecorated (B) Decorated

For complete rules and entry form, please go to www.VirginiaChristmasTrees.org and ¢lick o
2009 Annual Meeting and look for the contest rules and entry form.
Or call the VCTGA office: 54{B43-8284

Or email: Secretary@virginiachristmastrees.org
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Christmas Tree | — : / N -, 250/o Production Tree Ne“ing

Removal Bags / o s Superior performance

+ Use as a tree skirt [ # - on all types of balers

» Use as a removal bag g + Each cartr:d?e%a:fs

. i approximately 70 trees.
%97 5x r11 :1'4 Circumference TH RU + Engineered foremain

STD 25% o CTO B E R pliant in any temperature !

I + Made to not zipper or
PRICE  DISC. 0 N Y come apart P
Bulk Case (50/cs) $0.99 $0.75

Display Case (48/cs) $1.05 $0.79 /)O/\ SIZE pifgg oz|ssué,
. CRPOSALIAG. PEAK 20" x 2" x 520' x 5/bdl $107.00 $80.00

23" x 2" x 520" x S/bdi $110.00 $82.00

; 26"x2'x520'x5bdl  $117.00  $87.00
EVERANEAL o . i

Order today to get your special discount!
1-800-242-2019 www.peakseasons.com

FOB Wisconsin Rapids, Wisconsin and Point Pleasant, West Virginia
Prices remain in effect until October 31, 2009 or when inventory is sold out
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AND STILL GROWING.

Generation after generation
providing families,
wholesalers, and landscapers .
with high-quality evergreen )
stock and supplies. Think of
Strathmeyer for a wide variety

of bare-root, balled and . \\A_ -

burlapped, and fresh-cut
Christmas trees.

Browse our online catalog at
www.strathmeyer. com.

¥) Strathmeyer Forests, Inc.

255 Zeigler Road, PO Box 70, Dover PA 17315
800-345-3406







